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 2020 – The Gospel of the Spirit 

 

Do not look forward to what may 
happen 
tomorrow; the same everlasting 
Father who cares 
for you today will take care of you 
tomorrow and 
every day. Either He will shield 
you from suffering,  
or He will give you unfailing 
strength to bear it. 

Be at peace, then. Put aside all 
anxious thoughts and 
imaginations, and say continually: 
“The Lord is my 
strength and my shield. My heart 
has trusted in Him 
and I am helped. He is not only 
with me but in me,  
and I in Him. 

Lectionary Reading 

John 20:19-31 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

19 It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were gathered together behind locked 

doors, because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. Then Jesus came and stood among 

them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 20 After saying this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. The disciples were filled with joy at seeing the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 

be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and said, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive people's sins, they are forgiven; if you do not 

forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Jesus and Thomas 

24 One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (called the Twin), was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

Thomas said to them, “Unless I see the scars of the nails in his hands and put my finger on 

those scars and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later the disciples were together again indoors, and Thomas was with them. The 

doors were locked, but Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my hands; then reach out your 

hand and put it in my side. Stop your doubting, and believe!” 

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Jesus said to him, “Do you believe because you see me? How happy are those who believe 

without seeing me!” 

 

 



The Purpose of This Book 

30 In his disciples' presence Jesus performed many other miracles which are not written down 

in this book. 31 But these have been written in order that you may believe[a] that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through your faith in him you may have life. 

 

 

 

Singing the Faith 364 

1  This joyful Eastertide, 
what need is there for grieving? 
Cast all your cares aside 
and be not unbelieving: 
 
Come, share our Easter joy 
that death could not imprison, 
nor any power destroy, 
our Christ, who is arisen! 
 

2  No work for him is vain, 
no faith in him mistaken, 
for Easter makes it plain 
his kingdom is not shaken: 
 

3  Then put your trust in Christ, 
in waking and in sleeping. 
His grace on earth sufficed; 
he'll never quit his keeping: 

 
Fred Pratt Green (1903–2000) Ccli 287592 

 

Psalm 16 

1 `Preserve me, O God, for in you have I taken refuge; 
I have said to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord, all my good depends on you.’ 
2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, 
upon those who are noble in heart. 
3 Though the idols are legion that many run after, 
their drink offerings of blood I will not offer, 
neither make mention of their names upon my lips. 
4 The Lord himself is my portion and my cup; 
in your hands alone is my fortune. 
5 My share has fallen in a fair land; 
indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
6 I will bless the Lord who has given me counsel, 
and in the night watches he instructs my heart. 
7 I have set the Lord always before me; 
he is at my right hand; I shall not fall. 
8 Wherefore my heart is glad and my spirit rejoices; 
my flesh also shall rest secure. 
9 For you will not abandon my soul to death, 
nor suffer your faithful one to see the pit. 
10 You will show me the path of life; 
in your presence is the fullness of joy 
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A19-31&version=GNT#fen-GNT-29938a


 

Prayer 

We are often not the Easter People 

that we should be,  

living in the certain knowledge 

of your great mercy and love. 

Distracted by the world around us 

we fail to hear your voice,  

or hide when faith is challenged 

as we wander off the path. 

Forgive us, we pray; 

restore the love that we first had,  

a faith that can endure. 

We will keep our eyes fixed on you, Lord, 

and with you at our right hand 

we shall not be shaken. 

Amen 

You alone, O God, are infinite in love.  You alone can speak to our condition.  You alone 

can search the mind and purify the heart.  You alone can flow over our darkness with the 

ocean of eternal light. 

George Fox (1624-1691) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


