
April 20th 2020 -2nd week of Easter 

Prayer 

Grant us, O Lord, the will to accomplish all that pleases you; the strength to do all that you command 

and the reverence to respect all that you have made; for your own name’s sake. Amen 

 
(Francis of Assisi (1182-1226)) 

Lectionary Reading 

Acts 1: 1-8 

1 Dear Theophilus: 
In my first book I wrote about all the things that Jesus did and taught from the time he 
began his work 2until the day he was taken up to heaven. Before he was taken up, he gave 
instructions by the power of the Holy Spirit to the men he had chosen as his apostles. 3For 
forty days after his death he appeared to them many times in ways that proved beyond 
doubt that he was alive. They saw him, and he talked with them about the Kingdom of God. 
4And when they came together, he gave them this order: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait 
for the gift I told you about, the gift my Father promised. 5John baptized with water, but in a 
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Jesus is Taken Up to Heaven 
(Mk 16.19–20; Lk 24.50–53) 
6When the apostles met together with Jesus, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 
give the Kingdom back to Israel?” 
7Jesus said to them, “The times and occasions are set by my Father's own authority, and it is 
not for you to know when they will be. 8But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will 
be filled with power, and you will be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 

Singing the Faith 669 

    
1 The Saviour, when to heaven he rose, 

in splendid triumph o'er his foes, 
scattered his gifts on us below, 
and wide his royal bounties flow. 
 

2 Hence sprung the apostles' honoured name, 
sacred beyond heroic fame; 
in lowlier forms, to bless our eyes, 
pastors from hence, and teachers rise. 

3 From Christ their varied gifts derive, 
and, fed by Christ, their graces live; 
while, guarded by his mighty hand, 
midst all the rage of hell they stand. 
 

4 So shall the bright succession run 
through the last courses of the sun; 
while unborn Churches by their care 
shall rise and flourish large and fair. 

5 Jesus our Lord their hearts shall know — 
the Spring whence all these blessings flow; 
pastors and people shout his praise 
through all the round of endless days.  Amen. 

  

 
Philip Doddridge (1702–1751) 



Psalm 26 

The Prayer of a Good Person 
 
1 Declare me innocent, O LORD, 

because I do what is right 
and trust you completely. 

 
2 Examine me and test me, LORD; 

judge my desires and thoughts. 
 
3 Your constant love is my guide; 

your faithfulness always leads me. 
 
4 I do not keep company with worthless people; 

I have nothing to do with hypocrites. 
 
5 I hate the company of the evil 

and avoid the wicked. 
 
6  LORD, I wash my hands to show that I am innocent 

and march in worship round your altar. 
 
7 I sing a hymn of thanksgiving 

and tell of all your wonderful deeds. 
 
8 I love the house where you live, O LORD, 

the place where your glory dwells. 
 
9 Do not destroy me with the sinners; 

spare me from the fate of murderers — 
 
10 those who do evil all the time 

and are always ready to take bribes. 
 
11 As for me, I do what is right; 

be merciful to me and save me! 
 
12 I am safe from all dangers; 

in the assembly of his people I praise the LORD. 
 

Prayers 

 
God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in 
isolation. 
In their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; 
through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

Merciful God, 
we entrust to your tender care 
those who are ill or in pain, 
knowing that whenever danger threatens 
your everlasting arms are there to 
hold them safe. 
Comfort and heal them, 
and restore them to health and strength; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 


