
                                           April 22nd 2020  

                                                      Prayer 
Comfort us, Lord, 
With the awareness of your presence in the beginnings of new opportunities; 
With the awareness of your presence in the heights of mountainous experiences; 
With the awareness of your presence in the middle of the crisis; 
With the awareness of your presence in the bleakness of the darkest night; 
With the awareness of your presence, in the ordinariness of the everyday. 
Comfort us Lord, Amen. 
Frances Ballantyne, presbyter, South Holland Circuit. 
 
                                                 Lectionary Reading 
                                                  Acts 2:14, 22-35 
 
Peter's Message 
14 Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to speak to 
the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me and let me tell you 
what this means.   
 
22 “Listen to these words, fellow Israelites! Jesus of Nazareth was a man whose divine 
authority was clearly proven to you by all the miracles and wonders which God performed 
through him. You yourselves know this, for it happened here among you.  23 In accordance 
with his own plan God had already decided that Jesus would be handed over to you; and you 
killed him by letting sinful men crucify him.  24 But God raised him from death, setting him 
free from its power, because it was impossible that death should hold him prisoner.  25 For 
David said about him, 

‘I saw the Lord before me at all times; 
    he is near me, and I will not be troubled. 
26And so I am filled with gladness, 
    and my words are full of joy. 
And I, mortal though I am, 
    will rest assured in hope, 
27because you will not abandon me in the world of the dead; 
    you will not allow your faithful servant to rot in the grave. 
28 You have shown me the paths that lead to life, 
    and your presence will fill me with joy.’ 
29 “My friends, I must speak to you plainly about our famous ancestor King David. He died and 
was buried, and his grave is here with us to this very day.  30 He was a prophet, and he knew 
what God had promised him: God had made a vow that he would make one of David's 
descendants a king, just as David was.  31 David saw what God was going to do in the future, 
and so he spoke about the resurrection of the Messiah when he said, 

‘He was not abandoned in the world of the dead; 
    his body did not rot in the grave.’ 
32God has raised this very Jesus from death, and we are all witnesses to this fact.  33 He has 
been raised to the right side of God, his Father, and has received from him the Holy Spirit, as 
he had promised. What you now see and hear is his gift that he has poured out on us.  34 For 
it was not David who went up into heaven; rather he said, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord: 
    Sit here at my right side 
35 until I put your enemies as a footstool under your feet.’ 



Good News Translation (GNT)  
 
                                 Hymn 285 
 
          1  Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
  Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
  Oh!  Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
  were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
   2  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
  Oh!  Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
  were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
   3  Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
  Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
  Oh!  Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
  were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
   4  Were you there when God raised him from the dead? 
  Were you there when God raised him from the dead? 
  Oh!  Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
  were you there when God raised him from the dead? 
African-American traditional song 
 It is suggested that the last verse is not used prior to Easter Day. 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 285  

 CCLiNo. 287593   
    

                                                   Psalm 28:1-2,6-9 
 
O Lord, my defender, I call to you. 
    Listen to my cry! 
If you do not answer me, 
    I will be among those who go down to the world of the dead. 
2 Hear me when I cry to you for help, 
    when I lift my hands toward your holy Temple. 
6 Give praise to the Lord; 
    he has heard my cry for help. 
7 The Lord protects and defends me; 
    I trust in him. 
He gives me help and makes me glad; 
    I praise him with joyful songs. 
8 The Lord protects his people; 
    he defends and saves his chosen king. 
9 Save your people, Lord, 
    and bless those who are yours. 
Be their shepherd, 
    and take care of them forever. 
 
Good News Translation (GNT)  
 
 
 
 



                                                  Prayer of the Day 
The blessing of the night, O Lord, you have given us for rest and the gift of the day to praise 
your glory. Keep us each day from all sin, protect us in the hour of temptation and guide us 
with the light of your presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
John Calvin (1509-1564) 


