
                                           April 26th  2020  

                                                      Prayer 
God of compassion, we can hardly describe the grief and pain we feel, our minds are full of 
confusion and distress, our joys seem pointless and our smiles are strained. We don’t even 
really know how to pray or what to pray for, and yet …… we know you. Be our comfort and 
our strength, our reminder of love-filled times and a light in our darkened days. Amen. 
Jane Bingham, Learning and Development Coordinator, Connexional Team 
 
                                                 Lectionary Reading 
                                                  Luke 24:13-35 
The Walk to Emmaus 
13 On that same day two of Jesus' followers were going to a village named Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem,  14 and they were talking to each other about all the things that 
had happened.  15 As they talked and discussed, Jesus himself drew near and walked along 
with them;  16 they saw him, but somehow did not recognize him.  17 Jesus said to them, “What 
are you talking about to each other, as you walk along?” 
They stood still, with sad faces.  18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only 
visitor in Jerusalem who doesn't know the things that have been happening there these last 
few days?” 
19 “What things?” he asked. 
“The things that happened to Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. “This man was a prophet 
and was considered by God and by all the people to be powerful in everything he said and 
did.  20 Our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and he was 
crucified.  21 And we had hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free! 
Besides all that, this is now the third day since it happened.  22 Some of the women of our 
group surprised us; they went at dawn to the tomb,  23 but could not find his body. They came 
back saying they had seen a vision of angels who told them that he is alive.  24 Some of our 
group went to the tomb and found it exactly as the women had said, but they did not see 
him.” 
 
25 Then Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are, how slow you are to believe everything the 
prophets said!  26 Was it not necessary for the Messiah to suffer these things and then to enter 
his glory?”  27 And Jesus explained to them what was said about himself in all the Scriptures, 
beginning with the books of Moses and the writings of all the prophets. 
 
28 As they came near the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going 
farther;  29 but they held him back, saying, “Stay with us; the day is almost over and it is getting 
dark.” So he went in to stay with them.  30 He sat down to eat with them, took the bread, and 
said the blessing; then he broke the bread and gave it to them.  31 Then their eyes were 
opened and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight.  32 They said to each 
other, “Wasn't it like a fire burning in us when he talked to us on the road and explained the 
Scriptures to us?” 
33 They got up at once and went back to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven disciples 
gathered together with the others  34 and saying, “The Lord is risen indeed! He has appeared 
to Simon!” 
35 The two then explained to them what had happened on the road, and how they had 
recognized the Lord when he broke the bread. 
 
Good News Translation (GNT) 
 



 
                                 Hymn 309 
 
1  See, what a morning, gloriously bright, 
  with the dawning of hope in Jerusalem; 
  folded the graveclothes, tomb filled with light, 
  as the angels announce Christ is risen! 
  See God's salvation plan, 
  wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice, 
  fulfilled in Christ, the Man, 
  for he lives: Christ is risen from the dead! 
 
   2  See Mary weeping, ‘Where is he laid?' 
  as in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb; 
  hears a voice speaking, calling her name; 
  it's the Master, the Lord raised to life again! 
  The voice that spans the years, 
  speaking life, stirring hope, bringing peace to us, 
  will sound till he appears, 
  for he lives: Christ is risen from the dead! 
 
   3  One with the Father, Ancient of Days, 
  through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty; 
  honour and blessing, glory and praise 
  to the King crowned with power and authority! 
  And we are raised with him, 
  death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered; 
  and we shall reign with him, 
  for he lives: Christ is risen from the dead! 
Stuart Townend (b. 1963) and Keith Getty (b. 1974)  
                           CCLiNo. 287593 

    
                                                   Psalm 116:1-4,12-19 
 
I love the Lord, because he hears me; 
    he listens to my prayers. 
2 He listens to me 
    every time I call to him. 
3 The danger of death was all around me; 
    the horrors of the grave closed in on me; 
    I was filled with fear and anxiety. 
4 Then I called to the Lord, 
    “I beg you, Lord, save me!” 
 
Psalm 116:12-19  
12 What can I offer the Lord 
    for all his goodness to me? 
13 I will bring a wine offering to the Lord, 
    to thank him for saving me. 
14 In the assembly of all his people 
    I will give him what I have promised. 



15 How painful it is to the Lord 
    when one of his people dies! 
16 I am your servant, Lord; 
    I serve you just as my mother did. 
You have saved me from death. 
17 I will give you a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
    and offer my prayer to you. 
18-19 In the assembly of all your people, 
    in the sanctuary of your Temple in Jerusalem, 
    I will give you what I have promised. 
 
Good News Translation (GNT)  
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                                                  Prayer of the Day 
 
All creation blesses you, O Lord. Exiles offer you worship. Pilgrims hallow your name. Saints 
adore you. Humanity offers its praise. And we your servants lift our hearts and voices to you 
in joy and thanksgiving. Amen. 
Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) 


