
                                           April 30th  2020  

                                                      Prayer 
Gracious God, come to us now, through your Spirit, and help us to dream dreams and see 
visions; to catch a new sense of all you have done, all you are doing, and all you have yet to 
do. Amen  
                                                 Lectionary Reading 
                                                   Acts 4: 13-22  
 
 13 The members of the Council were amazed to see how bold Peter and John were and to 
learn that they were ordinary men of no education. They realized then that they had been 
companions of Jesus.  14 But there was nothing that they could say, because they saw the man 
who had been healed standing there with Peter and John.  15 So they told them to leave the 
Council room, and then they started discussing among themselves.  16 “What shall we do with 
these men?” they asked. “Everyone in Jerusalem knows that this extraordinary miracle has 
been performed by them, and we cannot deny it.  17 But to keep this matter from spreading 
any further among the people, let us warn these men never again to speak to anyone in the 
name of Jesus.” 
 
18 So they called them back in and told them that under no condition were they to speak or 
to teach in the name of Jesus.  19 But Peter and John answered them, “You yourselves judge 
which is right in God's sight—to obey you or to obey God.  20 For we cannot stop speaking of 
what we ourselves have seen and heard.”  21 So the Council warned them even more strongly 
and then set them free. They saw that it was impossible to punish them, because the people 
were all praising God for what had happened.  22 The man on whom this miracle of healing 
had been performed was over forty years old. 
 
Good News Translation (GNT) 
 
 
                                 Hymn 345 stf 
 
1  And can it be that I should gain 
  an interest in the Saviour's blood? 
  Died he for me, who caused his pain? 
  For me, who him to death pursued? 
  Amazing love!  How can it be 
  that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
   2  'Tis mystery all: the Immortal dies! 
  Who can explore his strange design? 
  In vain the first-born seraph tries 
  to sound the depths of love divine. 
  'Tis mercy all!  Let earth adore, 
  let angel minds enquire no more. 
   3  He left his Father's throne above — 
  so free, so infinite his grace — 
  emptied himself of all but love, 
  and bled for Adam's helpless race. 
  'Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
  for, O my God, it found out me! 
   4  Long my imprisoned spirit lay 



  fast bound in sin and nature's night; 
  thine eye diffused a quickening ray — 
  I woke, the dungeon flamed with light, 
  my chains fell off, my heart was free, 
  I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 
 
   5  No condemnation now I dread; 
  Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 
  Alive in him, my living Head, 
  and clothed in righteousness divine, 
  bold I approach the eternal throne, 
  and claim the crown, through Christ, my own. 
Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 
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                                                   Psalm 36: 5-12 
 
The Goodness of God 
5 Lord, your constant love reaches the heavens; 
    your faithfulness extends to the skies. 
6 Your righteousness is towering like the mountains; 
    your justice is like the depths of the sea. 
People and animals are in your care. 
7 How precious, O God, is your constant love! 
    We find[a] protection under the shadow of your wings. 
8 We feast on the abundant food you provide; 
    you let us drink from the river of your goodness. 
9 You are the source of all life, 
    and because of your light we see the light. 
10 Continue to love those who know you 
    and to do good to those who are righteous. 
11 Do not let proud people attack me 
    or the wicked make me run away. 
12 See where evil people have fallen. 
    There they lie, unable to rise. 
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                                                  Prayer of the Day 
Lord Jesus Christ, draw our hearts to yours with a love that is irresistible; unite our hearts to 
yours with a love that is immeasurable, and bind our hearts to yours with a love that is 
inseparable; now and forever. Amen. 
Miles Coverdale (1488-1568) 


