
 

April 3rd 2020 – Enduring Love 

Prayer  

Glory to God, creator of heaven and earth, who has made all things living,  
Glory to God, Father of all mercies, who has given his only-begotten son to be our Redeemer.  
Glory to God, fire of holy love, who for our sanctification has poured forth his life-giving Spirit.  
Amen  
 

Lectionary Reading 

Song of Solomon 8: 1-4 (NIV Bible) 

1 If only you were to me like a brother, who was nursed at my mother’s breasts! Then, if I found you 

outside, I would kiss you, and no one would despise me. 2 I would lead you and bring you to my 

mother’s house— she who has taught me. I would give you spiced wine to drink, the nectar of my 

pomegranates. 3 His left arm is under my head and his right arm embraces me. 4 Daughters of 

Jerusalem, I charge you: Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires.  

Hymn 280 Singing the Faith 

1 O sacred head, sore wounded,  
with grief and pain weighed down,  
how scornfully surrounded  
with thorns, thine only crown !  
How pale art thou with anguish,  
with sore abuse and scorn!  
How does that visage languish  
which once was bright as morn!  
 

2  O Lord of life and glory,  
what bliss till now was thine!  
I read the wondrous story,  
I joy to call thee mine.  
Thy grief and thy compassion  
were all for sinners' gain;  
mine, mine was the transgression,  
but thine the deadly pain.  
 

3  What language shall I borrow  
to praise thee, dearest friend,  
for this thy dying sorrow,  
thy pity without end?  
Lord, make me thine for ever,  
nor let me faithless prove;  
O let me never, never  
abuse such dying love!  
 
 



4 Be near me, Lord, when dying;  
O show thy cross to me,  
that I, for succour flying,  
my eyes may fix on thee;  
and then, thy grace receiving,  
let faith my fears dispel,  
for whoso dies believing  
in thee, dear Lord, dies well.  

 
Paul Gerhardt (1607–1676)  
translated by James Waddell Alexander (1804–1859) and Rupert E. Davies (1909–1994) Ccli 287592  

  
Psalm 126 (NIV Bible)  

A song of ascents.  

1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of[a] Zion, we were like those who dreamed. [b] 2 Our mouths 

were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said among the nations, “The 

LORD has done great things for them.” 3 The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled 

with joy.  

4 Restore our fortunes,[c] LORD, like streams in the Negev. 5 Those who sow with tears will reap with 

songs of joy. 6 Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, 

carrying sheaves with them.  

Prayer  

Generous God, you have called us to respond to the good news of your love in Christ and to  
demonstrate that same love by being good neighbours to people in need.  
 
We thank you that through the wider Church, and by means of a partnership with other 
organisations, we are able to give help to people who are destitute.  
 
We ask your blessing on all that we do to relieve human need and pray that in providing support 
“where a little means a lot” many who are desperate will experience your general love.  
 
Amen  

Roger Cresswell, Chair, Fund for Human Need 


