
Saturday 4th April 

Daily Prayer 

Lord forbid that I should fear to change for the 
better or be so pleased with myself and the 

things which surround me that I feel no need 

for a higher life. Make me dissatisfied if I am 
not trying to grow in truth and to live in noble 

deeds. Amen. 
 

 

Lectionary Reading 
Song of Solomon 8:5-7 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

Homecoming 

5 Who is that coming up from the wilderness, 

    leaning upon her beloved? 

Under the apple tree I awakened you. 

There your mother was in labour with you; 

    there she who bore you was in labour. 

6 Set me as a seal upon your heart, 

    as a seal upon your arm; 

for love is strong as death, 

    passion fierce as the grave. 

Its flashes are flashes of fire, 

    a raging flame. 

7 Many waters cannot quench love, 

    neither can floods drown it. 

If one offered for love 

    all the wealth of one’s house, 

    it would be utterly scorned. 

Singing the Faith No.282 
   1  Stay here where nails are driven 
  hard through Love's tender hands ;  
  for where Love's side is riven, 
  faith, pierced by grief, still stands. 

   2  This is where faith discovers 
  the length to which Love goes ;  
  this is where grief uncovers 
  the deepest truth Love knows :  

   3  The joy of faith, though dying, 
  springs up for ever new ;  
  its song breaks out from crying, 
  and sorrow keeps it true. 

   4  So wait, where pain and grieving 
  engulf complacency, 
  in earth's despair believing 
  the truth of Calvary. 

   5  Then see, through desolation, 
  how grief and joy are tuned 
  to rise in exultation 
  because of Love's deep wound. 
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Psalm 121 

   1  I lift up my eyes to the hills, 
  from where is my help to come ?  

   2  My help comes from the Lord, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 

   3  He will not suffer your foot to stumble ;  
  he who watches over you will not sleep. 

   4  Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel, 
  shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

   5  The Lord himself watches over you ;  
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 

   6  So that the sun shall not strike you by day, 
  neither the moon by night. 

   7  The Lord shall keep you from all evil ;  
  it is he who shall keep your soul. 

   8  The Lord shall keep watch over your going 
out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth for evermore. 

From Common Worship 

Pause for Thought 

The world we thought we knew is changing fast, 

and longingly we cling to what is past; 

that settled life which made no great demand, 

a foretaste of the hoped-for Promised land. 

 

But as for you, dynamic, pilgrim God 

you do not linger on the path well trod 

but ever lead your pilgrim people on 

to risk an unknown future with your Son. 

 

The challenge of diversity and change 

will take us well beyond our former range, 

exposing us to things we do not know, 

demanding all the love that we can show. 

 

You take the stuff of chaos, fear and dread, 

and make a path that we can safely tread, 

and if we fear the wilderness of the wave, 

we know your outstretched hand is there to save. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosemary Wakelin,. Supernumerary minister, central 

Norfolk circuit 



Closing Prayer and Blessing: 

God of Mercy, lost and disheartened we turn to You. 
Instil in us Your hope and courage. 
May our churches strive for the unity for which 
Your Son prayed on the eve of His Passion. 
We ask this through Him who lives and reigns 
With You and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. 
Amen 
 
We close with The Grace. 
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