
This Day:  Sunday 5th April: Lent Week 6: Palm Sunday 

Opening Prayer 

Lord Jesus, come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that 
we may have faith in that you are here with us.  

Be with those who are sick with the virus. Be with those who provide much needed 
treatment and care at risk to themselves. Comfort those who mourn loved ones who have 
lost their fight against this virus. 

Be with all those who continue to work doing the things that make life possible in these 
difficult times. [Pause and remember them before God and say thankyou]  

Heal us from our fear. Remind us all, individuals and nations, of the need to work together 
as one people to defeat this virus. Amen. 

 

Reading Matthew 27 verses 11 – 54 [GNB].  Jesus Before Pilate 

11  Jesus stood before the Roman governor, who questioned him. "Are you the king of the 
Jews?" he asked. "So you say," answered Jesus. 12  But he said nothing in response to 
the accusations of the chief priests and elders. 

13
  So Pilate said to him, "Don't you hear all 

these things they accuse you of ?" 14  But Jesus refused to answer a single word, with the 
result that the Governor was greatly surprised.  

The Crowd Chooses Barabbas 

15  At every Passover Festival the Roman governor was in the habit of setting free any one 
prisoner the crowd asked for. 16  At that time there was a well-known prisoner named 
Jesus Barabbas. 17  So when the crowd gathered, Pilate asked them, "Which one do you 
want me to set free for you? Jesus Barabbas or Jesus called the Messiah?" 18  He knew 
very well that the Jewish authorities had handed Jesus over to him because they were 
jealous. 19  While Pilate was sitting in the judgment hall, his wife sent him a message: 
"Have nothing to do with that innocent man, because in a dream last night I suffered much 
on account of him." 20  The chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask Pilate 
to set Barabbas free and have Jesus put to death. 21  But Pilate asked the crowd, "Which 
one of these two do you want me to set free for you?" "Barabbas!" they 
answered. 22  "What, then, shall I do with Jesus called the Messiah?" Pilate asked them. 
"Crucify him!" they all answered. 23  But Pilate asked, "What crime has he committed?" 
Then they started shouting at the top of their voices: "Crucify him!"  

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified 

24  When Pilate saw that it was no use to go on, but that a riot might break out, he took 
some water, washed his hands in front of the crowd, and said, "I am not responsible for the 
death of this man! This is your doing!" 25  The whole crowd answered, "Let the 
responsibility for his death fall on us and on our children!" 26  Then Pilate set Barabbas free 
for them; and after he had Jesus whipped, he handed him over to be crucified.  

Jesus Is Mocked 

27  Then Pilate's soldiers took Jesus into the governor's palace, and the whole company 
gathered around him. 28  They stripped off his clothes and put a scarlet robe on 
him. 29  Then they made a crown out of thorny branches and placed it on his head, and put 
a stick in his right hand; then they knelt before him and made fun of him. "Long live the 
King of the Jews!" they said. 30  They spat on him, and took the stick and hit him over the 
head. 31  When they had finished making fun of him, they took the robe off and put his own 
clothes back on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.  

The Crucifixion 

32  As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene named Simon, and the soldiers 
forced him to carry Jesus' cross. 33  They came to a place called Golgotha, which means, 
"The Place of the Skull." 34  There they offered Jesus wine mixed with a bitter substance; 



This Day:  Sunday 5th April: Lent Week 6: Palm Sunday 

but after tasting it, he would not drink it. 35  They crucified him and then divided his clothes 
among them by throwing dice. 36  After that they sat there and watched him. 37  Above his 
head they put the written notice of the accusation against him: "This is Jesus, the King of 
the Jews." 
 38  Then they  crucified two bandits with Jesus, one on his right and the other on his 
left. 39  People passing by shook their heads and hurled insults at Jesus: 40  "You were 
going to tear down the Temple and build it back up in three days! Save yourself if you are 
God's Son! Come on down from the cross!" 41  In the same way the chief priests and the 
teachers of the Law and the elders made fun of him: 42  "He saved others, but he cannot 
save himself ! Isn't he the king of Israel? If he will come down off the cross now, we will 
believe in him! 43  He trusts in God and claims to be God's Son. Well, then, let us see if 
God wants to save him now!" 44  Even the bandits who had been crucified with him 
insulted him in the same way.  

The Death of Jesus 

45  At noon the whole country was covered with darkness, which lasted for three hours.  
46  At about three o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud shout, "Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why did you abandon 
me?" 47  Some of the people standing there heard him and said, "He is calling for 
Elijah!" 48  One of them ran up at once, took a sponge, soaked it in cheap wine, put it 
on the end of a stick, and tried to make him drink it. 49  But the others said, "Wait, let 
us see if Elijah is coming to save him!" 50  Jesus again gave a loud cry and breathed 
his last. 51  Then the curtain hanging in the Temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split apart, 52  the graves broke open, and many 
of God's people who had died were raised to life. 53  They left the graves, and after 
Jesus rose from death, they went into the Holy City, where many people saw 

them. 54 When the army officer and the soldiers with him who were 

watching Jesus saw the earthquake and everything else that happened, 

they were terrified and said, "He really was the Son of God!"  

 

StF 277

 1  My song is love unknown, 
  my Saviour's love to me, 
  love to the loveless shown, 
  that they might lovely be. 
  O who am I, 
  that for my sake 
  my Lord should take 
  frail flesh and die ?  

   2  He came from his blest throne, 
  salvation to bestow ;  
  but they made strange, and none 
  the longed-for Christ would know. 
  But O my Friend, 
  my Friend indeed, 
  who at my need 
  his life did spend !  

   3  Sometimes they strew his way, 
  and his sweet praises sing ;  
  resounding all the day 
  hosannas to their King. 
  Then ‘Crucify ! ' 
  is all their breath, 
  and for his death 
  they thirst and cry. 

   

 4  Why, what has my Lord done ?  
  What makes this rage and spite ?  
  He made the lame to run, 
  he gave the blind their sight. 
  Sweet injuries !  
       Yet they at these 
  themselves displease, 
  and ’gainst him rise. 

   5  They rise, and needs will have 
  my dear Lord made away ;  
  a murderer they save, 
  the Prince of Life they slay. 
  Yet cheerful he 
  to suffering goes, 
  that he his foes  
  from thence might free. 

   6  In life no house, no home, 
  my Lord on earth might have ;  
  in death, no friendly tomb 
  but what a stranger gave. 
  What may I say ?  
  Heaven was his home ;  
  but mine the tomb 
  wherein he lay. 

 



This Day:  Sunday 5th April: Lent Week 6: Palm Sunday 

   7  Here might I stay and sing, 
  no story so divine :  
  never was love, dear King, 
  never was grief like thine !  
  This is my Friend, 
  in whose sweet praise 
  I all my days 
  could gladly spend. 
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Psalm 31:9 – 16 [GNB] 

 

  9 Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am in trouble; my eyes are tired from so much crying; I 
am completely worn out. 10  I am exhausted by sorrow, and weeping has shortened my 
life. I am weak from all my troubles; even my bones are wasting away. 11  All my 
enemies, and especially my neighbours, treat me with contempt. Those who know me 
are afraid of me; when they see me in the street, they run away. 12  Everyone has 
forgotten me, as though I were dead; I am like something thrown away. 13  I hear many 
enemies whispering; terror is all around me. They are making plans against me, plotting 
to kill me. 14  But my trust is in you, O LORD; you are my God. 15  I am always in your 
care; save me from my enemies, from those who persecute me. 16  Look on your servant 
with kindness; save me in your constant love. 17  I call to you, LORD; don't let me be 
disgraced. May the wicked be disgraced; may they go silently down to the world of the 
dead. 18  Silence those liars—all the proud and arrogant who speak with contempt about 
the righteous. 19  How wonderful are the good things you keep for those who honour you! 
Everyone knows how good you are, how securely you protect those who trust you.  

 

Prayer 

 

Spirit of God Brooding over the water Renew and re-use us 

Wind of God Sweeping over the world Restore and revive us 

Breath of God Filling all things Refresh and inspire us  

Power of God Bringing order out of chaos Work in and through us. 

Peace of God, Father Son and Holy Spirit be with us and remain with us always  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


