
May 1st 2020 – Apostolic Witness 

Prayer 

God, beyond all our naming, the glory of creation reaches out to you.  God, beyond all our 

reasoning, the voice of the universe sounds your praise; God beyond all our knowing, all that lives 

finds its destiny in your presence.  Amen 

Gregory of Nazianzus (c.329-389) 

Lectionary Reading – John 14:1-14 

14 “Do not be worried and upset,” Jesus told them. “Believe[a] in God and believe also in me. 
2 There are many rooms in my Father's house, and I am going to prepare a place for you. I 

would not tell you this if it were not so. [b] 3 And after I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come back and take you to myself, so that you will be where I am. 4 You know the way that 

leads to the place where I am going.” 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going; so how can we know the 

way to get there?” 
6 Jesus answered him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one goes to the Father except 

by me. 7 Now that you have known me,” he said to them, “you will know[c] my Father also, 

and from now on you do know him and you have seen him.” 
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father; that is all we need.” 
9 Jesus answered, “For a long time I have been with you all; yet you do not know me, Philip? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. Why, then, do you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10 Do you not believe, Philip, that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I 

have spoken to you,” Jesus said to his disciples, “do not come from me. The Father, who 

remains in me, does his own work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me. If not, believe because of the things I do. 12 I am telling you the truth: those 

who believe in me will do what I do—yes, they will do even greater things, because I am 

going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask for in my name, so that the Father's 

glory will be shown through the Son. 14 If you ask me[d] for anything in my name, I will do it. 

 

Singing the Faith 248 

 

I  I heard the voice of Jesus say: 
‘Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, O weary one, lay down 
your head upon my breast.’ 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
weary and worn and sad, 
I found in him a resting-place, 
and he has made me glad. 
 

2  I heard the voice of Jesus say: 
‘Behold, I freely give 
the living water; thirsty one, 
stoop down and drink and live.’ 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul 
revived, and now I live in him 

 
3  I heard the voice of Jesus say: 

‘I am this dark world's Light; 
look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
and all your day be bright.’ 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
In him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I'll walk, 
till travelling days are done. 
 
Horatius N. Bonar (1808–1889)  Ccli 287592 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=GNT#fen-GNT-29709a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=GNT#fen-GNT-29710b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=GNT#fen-GNT-29715c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=GNT#fen-GNT-29722d


 

Psalm 139 
 

1 O Lord, you have searched me out and 
known me; 
you know my sitting down and my rising 
up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 
2 You mark out my journeys and my 
resting place 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 
3 For there is not a word on my tongue, 
but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 
 
4 You encompass me behind and 
before 
and lay your hand upon me. 
 
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
so high that I cannot attain it. 
6 Where can I go then from your spirit? 
Or where can I flee from your presence? 
 
7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; 
if I make the grave my bed, you are 
there also. 
 
8 If I take the wings of the morning 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
9 Even there your hand shall lead me, 
your right hand hold me fast. 
 
10 If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will cover 
me 
and the light around me turn to night,’ 
 
11 Even darkness is no darkness with 
you; the night is as clear as the day; 
darkness and light to you are both 
alike. 
 
12 For you yourself created my inmost 
parts; 
you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. 
 
13 I thank you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; 
marvellous are your works, my soul 
knows well. 
 
14 My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was made in secret and woven in 
the depths of the earth. 
 

 
15 Your eyes beheld my form, as yet 
unfinished; 
already in your book were all my 
members written, 
 
16 As day by day they were fashioned 
when as yet there was none of them. 
 
17 How deep are your counsels to me, O 
God! 
How great is the sum of them! 
 
18 If I count them, they are more in 
number than the sand, 
and at the end, I am still in your 
presence. 
 
19 Search me out, O God, and know my 
heart; 
try me and examine my thoughts. 
 
20 See if there is any way of 
wickedness in me 
and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 
From Common Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers 
 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus 
Christ came down from heaven to be the 
true bread which gives life to the world: 
Evermore give us this bread, that he may 
live in us, and we in him; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
May the Lord bless us,  
protect us from all evil  
and bring us to everlasting life.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


