
21st May 2020 – The Church in Action 

Prayer 

O Holy Spirit, breath of all creatures, purifier of all souls and healer of all wounds; be fire to our 

heart, light to our path and friend for our journey.  Amen. 

Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) 

Lectionary Reading  

Luke 24:44-53 New International Version (NIV) 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 

fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This 

is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has 

promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

The Ascension of Jesus 

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 

them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the 

temple, praising God. 

Singing the Faith 300 

1  Hail the day that sees him rise, 
Alleluia! 
ravished from our wistful eyes! 
Alleluia! 
Christ, awhile to mortals given, 
Alleluia! 
reascends his native heaven: 
Alleluia! 
 

2  There the glorious triumph waits: 
Alleluia! 
lift your heads, eternal gates; 
Alleluia! 
wide unfold the radiant scene; 
Alleluia! 
take the King of Glory in! Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3  Him though highest heaven 
receives, Alleluia! 
still he loves the earth he leaves; 
Alleluia! 
though returning to his throne, 
Alleluia! 
still he calls the world his own: 
Alleluia! 
 

4  See! He lifts his hands above; 
Alleluia! 
see! He shows the prints of love; 
Alleluia! 
hark! His gracious lips bestow 
Alleluia! 
blessings on his Church below: 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 



5  Master, parted from our sight, 
Alleluia! 
high above the azure height, 
Alleluia! 
grant our hearts to you may rise, 
Alleluia! 
following you beyond the skies: 
Alleluia! 
 

6  Cast ourselves before your throne, 
Alleluia! 
here our heaven of heavens to 
own, Alleluia! 
there we shall with you remain, 
Alleluia! 
partners of your endless reign: 
Alleluia! 
 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 
Ccli 287592 

 

 

Psalm 47[a] 

For the director of music. Of the Sons of 

Korah. A psalm. 

1 Clap your hands, all you nations; 

    shout to God with cries of joy. 

2 For the LORD Most High is awesome, 

    the great King over all the earth. 
3 He subdued nations under us, 

    peoples under our feet. 
4 He chose our inheritance for us, 

    the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.[b] 

5 God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

    the LORD amid the sounding of 

trumpets. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

    sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; 

    sing to him a psalm of praise. 

8 God reigns over the nations; 

    God is seated on his holy throne. 
9 The nobles of the nations assemble 

    as the people of the God of Abraham, 

for the kings[c] of the earth belong to God; 

    he is greatly exalted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+47&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14627a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+47&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14630b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+47&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14635c


Prayer 

God, grant me the Serenity to accept the things I cannot change. 

The courage to change the things I can, 

And the wisdom to know the difference. 

 

Living one day at a time, 

Enjoying one moment at a time; 

Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace; 

Taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as it is; 

Not as I would have it; 

Trusting that You will make all things right if I surrender to Your will; 

 

So that I may be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with You forever in the 

next. 

Amen 

 

Love…..bears all things, 

Believes all things, 

Hopes all things. 

Love never ends. 

(1 Corinthians 13: 7-8) 

 

Loving God, 

Strengthen our innermost being 

with your love that bears all things 

even the weight of this global pandemic 

even the long haul of watching for symptoms 

of patiently waiting for this to pass 

watching and waiting, 

keeping our gaze fixed on you, 

and looking out for our neighbours 

near and far. 

 

Instil in our shaken souls 

the belief and hope that all things  

are possible with your creative love 

for strangers to become friends 

for science to source solutions 

for resources to be generously shared 

so everyone, everywhere, may have what they need 

for your perfect love that knows no borders 

may cast out any fear and selfishness that divides. 

 

May your love that never ends 

be our comfort, strength and guide 

for the wellbeing of all and the glory of God.  Amen 



 

 

 

 


