
                                            May 12th 2020  

                                                      Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for all those with whom I have walked the journey of faith, 
those   who have been part of my pilgrimage. Thank you for the strength and support I 
receive through fellowship, for the love, comfort, inspiration and encouragement it offers. 
Forgive me those times I have failed to share as I ought to, neglecting others’ needs and 
forgetting my responsibilities towards them. Teach me to open my heart to all, growing with 
them in love and celebrating the privilege of belonging to your people. Amen 
 
                                                 Lectionary Reading 
                                                   Acts 9: 36-43 
36 In Joppa there was a woman named Tabitha, who was a believer. (Her name in Greek is 
Dorcas, meaning “a deer.”) She spent all her time doing good and helping the poor.  37 At 
that time she got sick and died. Her body was washed and laid in a room upstairs.  38 Joppa 
was not very far from Lydda, and when the believers in Joppa heard that Peter was in Lydda, 
they sent two men to him with the message, “Please hurry and come to us.”  39 So Peter got 
ready and went with them. When he arrived, he was taken to the room upstairs, where all 
the widows crowded around him, crying and showing him all the shirts and coats that 
Dorcas had made while she was alive.  40 Peter put them all out of the room, and knelt down 
and prayed; then he turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes, 
and when she saw Peter, she sat up.  41 Peter reached over and helped her get up. Then he 
called all the believers, including the widows, and presented her alive to them.  42 The news 
about this spread all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.  43 Peter stayed on 
in Joppa for many days with a tanner of leather named Simon.  
Good News Translation (GNT) 
 
                                 Hymn StF 357 
 
         1  Jesus — the name high over all, 
  in hell, or earth, or sky! 
  Angels revere, and nations fall, 
  and devils fear and fly. 
 
   2  Jesus — the name to sinners dear, 
  the name to sinners given! 
  It scatters all their guilty fear, 
  it turns their hell to heaven. 
 
   3  Jesus — the prisoner's fetters breaks, 
  and bruises Satan's head; 
  power into strengthless souls it speaks, 
  and life into the dead. 
 
   4  O that the world might taste and see 
  the riches of his grace! 
  The arms of love that compass me 
  would all the earth embrace. 
 
   5  His only righteousness I show, 
  his saving grace proclaim; 



  'tis all my business here below 
  to cry: ‘Behold the Lamb!' 
 
   6  Happy if with my latest breath 
  I might but gasp his name; 
  preach him to all, and cry in death: 
  ‘Behold, behold the Lamb!' 
Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 357 
CCLi No.287593 
 

    
                                                   Psalm 37:12-29 
12 The wicked plot against good people 
    and glare at them with hate. 
13 But the Lord laughs at wicked people, 
    because he knows they will soon be destroyed. 
14 The wicked draw their swords and bend their bows 
    to kill the poor and needy, 
    to slaughter those who do what is right; 
15 but they will be killed by their own swords, 
    and their bows will be smashed. 
16 The little that a good person owns 
    is worth more than the wealth of all the wicked, 
17 because the Lord will take away the strength of the wicked, 
    but protect those who are good. 
18 The Lord takes care of those who obey him, 
    and the land will be theirs forever. 
19 They will not suffer when times are bad; 
    they will have enough in time of famine. 
20 But the wicked will die; 
    the enemies of the Lord will vanish like wild flowers; 
    they will disappear like smoke. 
21 The wicked borrow and never pay back, 
    but good people are generous with their gifts. 
22 Those who are blessed by the Lord will possess the land, 
    but those who are cursed by him will be driven out. 
23 The Lord guides us in the way we should go 
    and protects those who please him. 
24 If they fall, they will not stay down, 
    because the Lord will help them up. 
25 I am old now; I have lived a long time, 
    but I have never seen good people abandoned by the Lord 
    or their children begging for food. 
26 At all times they give freely and lend to others, 
    and their children are a blessing. 
27 Turn away from evil and do good, 
    and your descendants will always live in the land; 
28 for the Lord loves what is right 
    and does not abandon his faithful people. 
He protects them forever, 



    but the descendants of the wicked will be driven out. 
29 The righteous will possess the land 
    and live in it forever. 
 
Good News Translation (GNT) 
 
 
                                                  Prayer of the Day 
Be to us, O Lord Jesus Christ, the table that is set for all, the light that shines from your 
saints and the joy prepared for your people; now and forever. Amen. 
Symeon the New Theologian (949-1022) 


