
                                            May 16th 2020  

                                                      Prayer 
Father God, you tell us not to worry, but we find it hard not to, for there is so much in life 
that can go wrong and so much that does. We fret about the safety of loved ones; about 
keeping our jobs, paying the bills; about our health  and the prospect of growing old; about 
the state of the world- all this and so much more- for we know that faith offers no 
exemption from trouble. Help us to keep that sense of realism, but also to remember that 
you promise us strength in hours of need, peace in moments of turmoil and comfort in 
times of grief- above all, a life and a world to come in which suffering and sorrow will be no 
more, and your love will be all in all. In that hope may we put our trust. Amen. 
 
                                                 Lectionary Reading 
                                                   Acts 11: 1-18 
The apostles and the other believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God.  2 When Peter went to Jerusalem, those who were in favor of 
circumcising Gentiles criticized him, saying,  3 “You were a guest in the home of 
uncircumcised Gentiles, and you even ate with them!”  4 So Peter gave them a complete 
account of what had happened from the very beginning: 
 
5 “While I was praying in the city of Joppa, I had a vision. I saw something coming down that 
looked like a large sheet being lowered by its four corners from heaven, and it stopped next 
to me.  6 I looked closely inside and saw domesticated and wild animals, reptiles, and wild 
birds.  7 Then I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat!’  8 But I said, ‘Certainly 
not, Lord! No ritually unclean or defiled food has ever entered my mouth.’  9 The voice 
spoke again from heaven, ‘Do not consider anything unclean that God has declared clean.’  
10 This happened three times, and finally the whole thing was drawn back up into heaven.  11 
At that very moment three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea arrived at the 
house where I was[a] staying.  12 The Spirit told me to go with them without hesitation. 
These six fellow believers from Joppa accompanied me to Caesarea, and we all went into 
the house of Cornelius.  13 He told us how he had seen an angel standing in his house, who 
said to him, ‘Send someone to Joppa for a man whose full name is Simon Peter.  14 He will 
speak words to you by which you and all your family will be saved.’  15 And when I began to 
speak, the Holy Spirit came down on them just as on us at the beginning.  16 Then I 
remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.’  17 It is clear that God gave those Gentiles the same gift that he gave us 
when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ; who was I, then, to try to stop God!” 
18 When they heard this, they stopped their criticism and praised God, saying, “Then God 
has given to the Gentiles also the opportunity to repent and live!” 
Good News Translation (GNT) 
 
                                 Hymn StF 397 
1  The Spirit lives to set us free, 
  walk, walk in the light; 
  he binds us all in unity, 
  walk, walk in the light. 
   Walk in the light, walk in the light, 
   walk in the light, walk in the light of the Lord. 
   2  Jesus promised life to all, 
  walk, walk in the light; 
  the dead were wakened by his call, 



  walk, walk in the light. 
   3  He died in pain on Calvary, 
  walk, walk in the light; 
  to save the lost like you and me, 
  walk, walk in the light. 
   4  We know his death was not the end, 
  walk, walk in the light; 
  he gave his Spirit to be our friend, 
  walk, walk in the light. 
   5  By Jesus' love our wounds are healed, 
  walk, walk in the light; 
  the Father's kindness is revealed, 
  walk, walk in the light. 
   6  The Spirit lives in you and me, 
  walk, walk in the light; 
  his light will shine for all to see, 
  walk, walk in the light. 
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                                                   Psalm 38:9-22 
9 O Lord, you know what I long for; 
    you hear all my groans. 
10 My heart is pounding, my strength is gone, 
    and my eyes have lost their brightness. 
11 My friends and neighbours will not come near me, 
    because of my sores; 
    even my family keeps away from me. 
12 Those who want to kill me lay traps for me, 
    and those who want to hurt me threaten to ruin me; 
    they never stop plotting against me. 
13 I am like the deaf and cannot hear, 
    like the dumb and cannot speak. 
14 I am like those who do not answer, 
    because they cannot hear. 
15 But I trust in you, O Lord; 
    and you, O Lord my God, will answer me. 
16 Don't let my enemies gloat over my distress; 
    don't let them boast about my downfall! 
17 I am about to fall 
    and am in constant pain. 
18 I confess my sins; 
    they fill me with anxiety. 
19 My enemies are healthy and strong; 
    there are many who hate me for no reason. 
20 Those who pay back evil for good 
    are against me because I try to do right. 



21 Do not abandon me, O Lord; 
    do not stay away, my God! 
22 Help me now, O Lord my savior! 
 
Good News Translation (GNT) 
 
 
                                                  Prayer of the Day 
Grant us, O God, a greater obedience to your will, a more fervent love for our neighbour and 
a stronger thirst for your word; through Christ our Lord. Amen 
William Tyndale (c.1494-1536) 


