
 

This Day: Wednesday 23rd May   
 

Opening Prayer 

 

Father God on this the middle day of another week help us to look back over the last thee days 
seeking for the positives and not fixating on the negatives. Remembering time spent 
communicating with family and friends, enjoying the wonderful weather and the opportunities the 
current restrictions have given us to get things done that we have been putting off, of trying new 
things and sharing in worshiping you in new ways. 

When we look forward to the days ahead help us to do so with hope, with a willingness to 
accept that for us all our way of living may be changed for a long time to come and we may 
have to review our expectations. Grant us faith in your sovereignty over all things, trust in the 
example Jesus gave us on how to live and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit throughout 
what ever lies ahead for us.  Amen. 

 

Reading: Acts 16 verses 16 – 34 

Paul and Silas in Prison 

16  One day as we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a young servant 
woman who had an evil spirit that enabled her to predict the future. She earned a lot of 
money for her owners by telling fortunes. 17  She followed Paul and us, shouting, "These 
men are servants of the Most High God! They announce to you how you can be 
saved!" 18  She did this for many days, until Paul became so upset that he turned around 
and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ I order you to come out of her!" The 
spirit went out of her that very moment. 19  When her owners realized that their chance of 
making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them to the authorities 
in the public square. 20  They brought them before the Roman officials and said, "These 
men are Jews, and they are causing trouble in our city. 21  They are teaching customs 
that are against our law; we are Roman citizens, and we cannot accept these customs or 
practice them." 22  And the crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas. Then the 
officials tore the clothes off Paul and Silas and ordered them to be whipped. 23  After a 
severe beating, they were thrown into jail, and the jailer was ordered to lock them up 
tight. 24  Upon receiving this order, the jailer threw them into the inner cell and fastened 
their feet between heavy blocks of wood.  

The Philippian Jailer Converted 

25  About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 
prisoners were listening to them. 26  Suddenly there was a violent earthquake, which 
shook the prison to its foundations. At once all the doors opened, and the chains fell off all 
the prisoners. 27  The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he thought 
that the prisoners had escaped; so he pulled out his sword and was about to kill 
himself. 28  But Paul shouted at the top of his voice, "Don't harm yourself ! We are all 
here!" 29  The jailer called for a light, rushed in, and fell trembling at the feet of Paul and 
Silas. 30  Then he led them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 31  They 
answered, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 
family." 32  Then they preached the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in the 
house. 33  At that very hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; 
and he and all his family were baptized at once. 34  Then he took Paul and Silas up into 
his house and gave them some food to eat. He and his family were filled with joy, because 
they now believed in God.  

 
 
 

 



 

StF 94 
 

1 To God be the glory, great things he has 
done !  
 So loved he the world that he gave us 
his Son, 
 who yielded his life in atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in :  
   Praise the Lord !   Praise the Lord !  
   Let the earth hear his voice !  
   Praise the Lord !   Praise the Lord !  
   Let the people rejoice !  
O come to the Father, through Jesus the 
Son ;  
   and give him the glory — great things 
he has done !  

   2  O perfect redemption, the purchase 
of blood, 
  to every believer the promise of God !  
  And every offender who truly believes, 
  that moment from Jesus a pardon 
receives :  

   3  Great things he has taught us, great 
things he has done, 
  and great our rejoicing through Jesus 
the Son ;  
  but purer, and higher, and greater will 
be 
  our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus 
we see :  
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Psalm  4  

Answer Me When I Call 

1  Answer me when I pray, O God, my defender! When I was in trouble, you helped 
me. Be kind to me now and hear my prayer.  

2  How long will you people insult me? How long will you love what is worthless and 
go after what is false?  

3  Remember that the LORD has chosen the righteous for his own, and he hears me 
when I call to him.  

4  Tremble with fear and stop sinning; think deeply about this, when you lie in silence 
on your beds.  

5  Offer the right sacrifices to the LORD, and put your trust in him.  

6  There are many who pray: "Give us more blessings, O LORD. Look on us with 
kindness!"  

7  But the joy that you have given me is more than they will ever have with all their 
grain and wine.  

8  When I lie down, I go to sleep in peace; you alone, O LORD, keep me perfectly 
safe.  

 
Closing Prayer 

 
Loving Father God, in the brightness of this morning give us the courage needed to 
offer everything in this day to you. Things we will enjoy, things we will find difficult, 
moments of surprise and wonder, moments of sadness and reflection, moments of 
triumphs and failures, laughter and tears. Moments of certainty and those of doubt. 
In all the variety that this day brings assure us of your love, hold before us the living 
presence and example of Jesus and trust in indwelling of the Holy Spirt. Amen. 

 
 
 

 


