
May 25th – Captive to the Gospel 

Spirit of God, come as the wind to move us forward; come as the dove to launch us heavenward; 

come as the fire to purge our dross.  Amen. 

Cristina Rosetti (1830-1894) 

Galatians 4: 1-7 (NIV) 

 What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, although he 

owns the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 
3 So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery(A) under the elemental spiritual forces[a] of the 

world.(B) 4 But when the set time had fully come,(C) God sent his Son,(D) born of a woman,(E) born 

under the law,(F) 5 to redeem(G) those under the law, that we might receive adoption(H) to sonship.[b](I) 
6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son(J) into our hearts,(K) the Spirit who calls out, 

“Abba,[c] Father.”(L) 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God 

has made you also an heir.(M) 

Singing the Faith 454 

Where shall my wondering soul begin? 
How shall I all to heaven aspire? 
A slave redeemed from death and sin, 
a brand plucked from eternal fire, 
how shall I equal triumphs raise, 
or sing my great deliverer's praise? 
 

2  O how shall I the goodness tell, 
Father, which thou to me hast showed? 
That I, a child of wrath and hell, 
I should be called a child of God, 
should know, should feel my sins forgiven, 
blest with this antepast of heaven! 
 

3  And shall I slight my Father's love? 
Or basely fear his gifts to own? 
Unmindful of his favours prove? 
Shall I, the hallowed cross to shun, 
refuse his righteousness to impart 
by hiding it within my heart? 
 

4  Outcasts, to you, yes, you, I call, 
Christ’s love invites you to believe! 
He spreads his arms to embrace you all; 
sinners alone his grace receive: 
no need of him the righteous have; 
he came the lost to seek and save. 
 

5  Come, O my guilty kindred, come, 
groaning beneath your load of sin! 
His bleeding heart shall make you room, 
his open side shall take you in; 
he calls you now, invites you home: 
come, O my guilty kindred, come! 
 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

Written following Charles Wesley's conversion experience  Ccli 287592 
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Psalm 130 

1  Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 
2  Lord, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive 
to the voice of my supplications! 

3  If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 
Lord, who could stand? 

4  But there is forgiveness with you, 
so that you may be revered. 

5  I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
and in his word I hope; 

6  my soul waits for the Lord 
more than those who watch for the morning, 
more than those who watch for the morning. 

7  O Israel, hope in the Lord! 
For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
and with him is great power to redeem. 

8  It is he who will redeem Israel 
from all its iniquities. 

From The New Revised Standard Version 

 

Prayer 

O Lord, give us the courage to witness to the faith that is within us and a passion for worship that unites, 

lifts and inspires us too be kingdom builders.  Amen. 

Chris Warren  

 

Heavenly Father, as the moon has no light of its own but reflects the light of the sun, so you call us to 

reflect the light of the love of Christ in the darkness of our world. 

Thank you that in this we find our true fulfilment and purpose.  Amen 

 

Maurice Staton 

 

 


