
29th May 2020 – Captive to the Gospel 

Create in us O Lord, a heart forever resigned to your will, a life always mindful of your presence 

and a devotion eternally dedicated to your glory; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Thomas Ken (1637-1711) 

Acts 20: 17-24 

17 From Miletus,(A) Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders(B) of the church. 18 When they arrived, he said to 

them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you,(C) from the first day I came into the 

province of Asia.(D) 19 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears(E) and in the midst of severe 

testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents.(F) 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach 

anything(G) that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. 21 I 

have declared to both Jews(H) and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance(I) and have faith in 

our Lord Jesus.(J) 

22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem,(K) not knowing what will happen to me 

there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me(L) that prison and hardships are facing 

me.(M) 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me;(N) my only aim is to finish the race(O) and 

complete the task(P) the Lord Jesus has given me(Q)—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s 

grace. 

Singing the Faith 378 

1  Father of everlasting grace, 
your goodness and your truth we praise, 
your goodness and your truth we prove; 
you have, in honour of your Son, 
the gift unspeakable sent down, 
the Spirit of life, and power, and love. 
 

2  Send us the Spirit of your Son, 
to make the depths of Godhead known, 
to make us share the life divine; 
send him the sprinkled blood to apply, 
send him our souls to sanctify, 
to bless and seal us with this sign. 
 

3  So shall we pray, and never cease, 
so shall we thankfully confess 
your wisdom, truth, and power, and love, 
with joy unspeakable adore, 
and bless and praise you evermore, 
and serve you as your hosts above: 
 

4  Till, added to that heavenly choir, 
we raise our songs of triumph higher, 
and praise you with a bolder voice, 
out-soar the first-born seraph's flight, 
and sing, with all our friends in light, 
with everlasting love rejoice. 
 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

Ccli 287592 
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Psalm 51 

For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to him after David had 

committed adultery with Bathsheba.(A) 

1 Have mercy(B) on me, O God, 

    according to your unfailing love;(C) 

according to your great compassion(D) 

    blot out(E) my transgressions.(F) 
2 Wash away(G) all my iniquity 

    and cleanse(H) me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is always before me.(I) 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned(J) 

    and done what is evil in your sight;(K) 

so you are right in your verdict 

    and justified when you judge.(L) 
5 Surely I was sinful(M) at birth,(N) 

    sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 

    you taught me wisdom(O) in that secret place.(P) 

7 Cleanse(Q) me with hyssop,(R) and I will be clean; 

    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.(S) 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;(T) 

    let the bones(U) you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins(V) 

    and blot out(W) all my iniquity. 

10 Create in me a pure heart,(X) O God, 

    and renew a steadfast spirit within me.(Y) 
11 Do not cast me(Z) from your presence(AA) 

    or take your Holy Spirit(AB) from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation(AC) 

    and grant me a willing spirit,(AD) to sustain me.(AE) 

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,(AF) 

    so that sinners(AG) will turn back to you.(AH) 
14 Deliver me(AI) from the guilt of bloodshed,(AJ) O God, 

    you who are God my Savior,(AK) 

    and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.(AL) 
15 Open my lips, Lord,(AM) 

    and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16 You do not delight in sacrifice,(AN) or I would bring it; 

    you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 
17 My sacrifice,(AO) O God, is[b] a broken spirit; 

    a broken and contrite heart(AP) 

    you, God, will not despise. 

18 May it please you to prosper Zion,(AQ) 

    to build up the walls of Jerusalem.(AR) 
19 Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous,(AS) 

    in burnt offerings(AT) offered whole; 

    then bulls(AU) will be offered on your altar. 
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Prayers 

Lord, help us to be a light unto the world of despair and darkness so that 

people in our communities can recognise you in us as we live out the 

message of the gospel and build up your kingdom.  Amen. 

Daniel Sjanta 

 

Glorious and gracious God, you are with us, and call us into your presence. 
We lift our hearts in response to your love; we raise our songs in praise of 
your goodness; we offer our adoration in response to your holiness. 
Summon us, voice of God with words of challenge and power calling us to 
courageous discipleship and urgent witness. 
 Speak, Lord your servant is listening. 
 Speak to us, breath of God, with forgiveness for the many occasions we 
have hidden behind weakness belittling your power and denying your 
presence. 
 Speak, Lord your servant is listening. Amen 
 
Terry Oakley 

 


