
May 9th 2020 – Salvation History 

Prayer 

 

Jesus, by your wounded feet, direct our path.  Jesus by your nailed hands, move us to deeds of 

love.  Jesus by your pieced side, purify our desires, Jesus by your broken heart, knit ours to yours. 

Amen. 

 

Richard Crashaw (1613-1649) 

 

Lectionary Reading Acts 8:26-40 

 

Philip and the Ethiopian 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian[a] 

eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means 

“queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way 

home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told 

Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 

31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up 

and sit with him. 

32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 

    Who can speak of his descendants? 

    For his life was taken from the earth.”[b] 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 

someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 

good news about Jesus. 

36 As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here 

is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” [37] [c] 38 And he gave orders to 

stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip 

baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took 

Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, 

however, appeared at Azotus and travelled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until 

he reached Caesarea. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27204a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27210b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27214c


Singing the Faith 391 

 

1  O breath of life, come sweeping through us, 
revive your Church with life and power; 
O breath of life, come, cleanse, renew us, 
and fit your Church to meet this hour. 
 

2  O wind of God, come, bend us, break us, 
till humbly we confess our need; 
then in your tenderness remake us, 
revive, restore; for this we plead. 
 

3  O breath of love, come, breathe within us, 
renewing thought and will and heart; 
come, love of Christ, afresh to win us, 
revive your Church in every part. 
 

Elizabeth Ann Head, (Bessie Porter Head) (1850–1936) 

 

 

Psalm 43 

1 Vindicate me, my God, 

    and plead my cause 

    against an unfaithful nation. 

Rescue me from those who are 

    deceitful and wicked. 
2 You are God my stronghold. 

    Why have you rejected me? 

Why must I go about mourning, 

    oppressed by the enemy? 
3 Send me your light and your faithful care, 

    let them lead me; 

let them bring me to your holy mountain, 

    to the place where you dwell. 
4 Then I will go to the altar of God, 

    to God, my joy and my delight. 

I will praise you with the lyre, 

    O God, my God. 

5 Why, my soul, are you downcast? 

    Why so disturbed within me? 

Put your hope in God, 

    for I will yet praise him, 

    my Saviour and my God. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer 

 

  

 


