
 

This Day: Saturday 11th July 2020 
 

Opening Prayer. 

Heavenly Father, as we reflect over the past week, there have been times when we sensed you 
close and our faith has been strong and supportive. For those times, we thank you. 

There have also been times when our sense of your nearness and concern for us has not been 
as positive as we needed it to be, these experiences have made challenging times more 
difficult. 

And if we are honest for some there have been moments of deep and troubling doubt not only 
about your love for your people but sometimes even about your reality. 

Remind us that Jesus your own Son knew such times as these. His knowledge of you as Father 
sustained him as he experienced the good times, moments of doubt and even of separation 
from you on the cross. 

May the example Jesus gives us of faithful trusting love strengthen us, may the Holy Spirit’s 
presence in our lives sustain us, comfort us and encourage us in the weeks ahead to share our 
good times, our hard times and our doubting times with you Heavenly Father who will always 
love and care for each of us. Amen. 

 

Reading: John Chapter 7 verses 1 – 13 

Jesus at the Feast of Booths 

1 After this, Jesus travelled in Galilee; he did not want to travel in Judea, because the 
Jewish authorities there were wanting to kill him. 2 The time for the Festival of Shelters 
was near, 3 so Jesus' brothers said to him, "Leave this place and go to Judea, so that your 
followers will see the things that you are doing. 4 People don't hide what they are doing if 
they want to be well known. Since you are doing these things, let the whole world know 
about you!" 5 (Not even his brothers believed in him.) 6 Jesus said to them, "The right time 
for me has not yet come. Any time is right for you. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it 
hates me, because I keep telling it that its ways are bad. 8You go on to the festival. I am 
not going to this festival, because the right time has not come for me." 9 He said this and 
then stayed on in Galilee. 10 After his brothers had gone to the festival, Jesus also went; 
however, he did not go openly, but secretly. 11 The Jewish authorities were looking for 
him at the festival. "Where is he?" they asked. 12 There was much whispering about him 
in the crowd. "He is a good man," some people said. "No," others said, "he fools the 
people." 13 But no one talked about him openly, because they were afraid of the Jewish 
authorities.  

 

StF 482 
There is no moment of my life, 

No place where I may go, 
No action which God does not see, 

No thought he does not know. 
 

Before I speak, my words are known, 
And all that I decide, 

To come or go: God knows my choice, 
And makes himself my guide. 

 
 
 

 
If I should close my eyes to God, 

then I am given sight; 
If I should go where all is dark, 

my darkness is made light. 
 

God knew my days before all days, 
before I came to be; 

He keeps me, loves me, in my ways— 
through all eternity. 
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Psalm 73 verses 15 – 28 

15  If I had said such things, I would not be acting as one of your people. 16  I tried 
to think this problem through, but it was too difficult for me 17  until I went into your 
Temple. Then I understood what will happen to the wicked. 18  You will put them in 
slippery places and make them fall to destruction! 19  They are instantly destroyed; 
they go down to a horrible end. 20  They are like a dream that goes away in the 
morning; when you rouse yourself, O Lord, they disappear. 21  When my thoughts 
were bitter and my feelings were hurt, 22  I was as stupid as an animal; I did not 
understand you. 23  Yet I always stay close to you, and you hold me by the 
hand. 24  You guide me with your instruction and at the end you will receive me with 
honour. 25  What else do I have in heaven but you? Since I have you, what else 
could I want on earth? 26  My mind and my body may grow weak, but God is my 
strength; he is all I ever need. 27  Those who abandon you will certainly perish; you 
will destroy those who are unfaithful to you. 28  But as for me, how wonderful to be 
near God, to find protection with the Sovereign LORD and to proclaim all that he has 
done!  

 
Closing Prayer 

 
God of all hope we call on you today. 
We pray for those who are living in fear: 
Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of other’s reactions to them. 
May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and peace. 
 
We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty. 
For those people who are worried about attending worship. 
For those needing to make decisions in order to care for others 
For those who will feel more isolated by not being able to attend. 
Grant us your wisdom. 

Holy God, we remember that you have promised that 
Nothing will separate us from your love – demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ. 
Help us turn our eyes, hearts and minds to you. 

Amen 

  

 
 
 
 

 


