
Monday 13th July 2020, 

Enable us to see you at work still 

Loving Lord of creation, it is easy to become disheartened in the face of the evil both near to us and far 
away. 
Forgive us for our lack of faith, forgive us for our limited perspective, forgive us for our failure to see the 
bigger picture. 
Remind us that you remain faithful and loving. Remind us of your Son and what he did on the cross. 
Remind us of your acts as the Holy Spirit in history. Help us to see you at work still and encourage and 
enable us to join with you in that work. Amen. 

Lectionary Reading John 7: 14- 24 

oh 7:14  The festival was nearly half over when Jesus went to the Temple and began 
teaching.  

Joh 7:15  The Jewish authorities were greatly surprised and said, "How does this man 
know so much when he has never been to school?"  

Joh 7:16  Jesus answered, "What I teach is not my own teaching, but it comes from 
God, who sent me.  

Joh 7:17  Whoever is willing to do what God wants will know whether what I teach 
comes from God or whether I speak on my own authority.  

Joh 7:18  Those who speak on their own authority are trying to gain glory for 
themselves. But he who wants glory for the one who sent him is honest, and there is 

nothing false in him.  

Joh 7:19  Moses gave you the Law, didn't he? But not one of you obeys the Law. Why 

are you trying to kill me?"  

Joh 7:20  "You have a demon in you!" the crowd answered. "Who is trying to kill 
you?"  

Joh 7:21  Jesus answered, "I performed one miracle, and you were all surprised.  

Joh 7:22  Moses ordered you to circumcise your sons (although it was not Moses but 

your ancestors who started it), and so you circumcise a boy on the Sabbath.  

Joh 7:23  If a boy is circumcised on the Sabbath so that Moses' Law is not broken, 

why are you angry with me because I made a man completely well on the Sabbath?  

Joh 7:24 Stop judging by external standards, and judge by true standards."  
 

Singing the Faith 675 
   1  Because the Saviour prayed that we be one 

and taught his friends to say, ‘Your will be 
done,’ 
we sense God's call as in God's sight we dare 
commit ourselves in answer to Christ's 
prayer. 

   2  Our narrow loyalties have had their day — 
these separate ways, demeaning Christ the          
Way ;  
we own the sorry scars that paved the past, 
yet gladly seek the road God made to last. 

   3  We are our Saviour's body, Christ the head, 
  first born of God, first risen from the dead. 
  Dismembered, we debase his holy will ;  
  united, his intention we fulfil. 

   4  So guide us, Lord, and take us by the hand, 
  and show us how to love and understand ;  
  reveal, within the differences we share, 
  the pattern of your glory, grace and care. 

   5  And when our journey here has reached its 
end 
and strangers are the pilgrims you intend, 
may we, with gratitude for all you've given, 
enjoy you in the harmony of heaven. 

John L. Bell (b. 1949) CCLi No. 287592 

 

 

 



Psalm No 74: 1 – 17 

Arise, O God, Defend Your Cause 

Psalm 74:1  Why have you abandoned us like this, O God? Will you be angry with 

your own people forever?  

Psalm 74:2  Remember your people, whom you chose for yourself long ago, whom 

you brought out of slavery to be your own tribe. Remember Mount Zion, where once 
you lived.  

Psalm 74:3  Walk over these total ruins; our enemies have destroyed everything in 
the Temple.  

Psalm 74:4  Your enemies have shouted in triumph in your Temple; they have placed 
their flags there as signs of victory.  

Psalm 74:5  They looked like woodsmen cutting down trees with their axes.  

Psalm 74:6  They smashed all the wooden panels with their axes and sledge 

hammers.  

Psalm 74:7  They wrecked your Temple and set it on fire; they desecrated the place 

where you are worshiped.  

Psalm 74:8  They wanted to crush us completely; they burned down every holy place 

in the land.  

Psalm 74:9  All our sacred symbols are gone; there are no prophets left, and no one 
knows how long this will last.  

Psalm 74:10  How long, O God, will our enemies laugh at you? Will they insult your 
name forever?  

Psalm 74:11  Why have you refused to help us? Why do you keep your hands behind 
you?  

Psalm 74:12  But you have been our king from the beginning, O God; you have saved 
us many times.  

Psalm 74:13  With your mighty strength you divided the sea and smashed the heads 
of the sea monsters;  

Psalm 74:14  you crushed the heads of the monster Leviathan and fed his body to 
desert animals.  

Psalm 74:15  You made springs and fountains flow; you dried up large rivers.  

Psalm 74:16  You created the day and the night; you set the sun and the moon in 

their places;  

Psalm 74:17 you set the limits of the earth; you made summer and winter.  

Closing Prayer 

As we close today may we ask Gods  blessing on all those who came to our church on Saturday and joined 
our effort in donating to the Food Bank, both members of our church and others who we had not had the 
pleasure of meeting before. May they go forward in the knowledge that their moment of kindness has 
helped to alleviate the suffering of a family somewhere within our community. 
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