
Wednesday 15th July 2020 – The New Prophet 

O consuming fire, O Spirit of love, descend into our hearts and there transform us until we are fire 

of your fire, love of your love, and Christ himself is formed within us.  Amen 

Elizabeth of ShÖnau (1129-1164) 

 

Lectionary Reading John 7: 37-52 

37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water 

will flow from within them.”  39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were 

later to receive.  Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.” 

41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.” 

Still others asked, “How can the Messiah come from Galilee? 42 Does not Scripture say that the 

Messiah will come from David’s descendants and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?” 
43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 44 Some wanted to seize him, but no one laid a hand 

on him. 

Unbelief of the Jewish Leaders 

45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees, who asked them, “Why 

didn’t you bring him in?” 

46 “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards replied. 

47 “You mean he has deceived you also, the Pharisees retorted. 48 “Have any of the rulers or of the 

Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law—there is a curse on 

them.” 

50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, 51 “Does 

our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he has been doing?” 

52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not 

come out of Galilee.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Singing the Faith Hymn 248 

 

1  I heard the voice of Jesus say: 
‘Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, O weary one, lay down 
your head upon my breast.’ 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
weary and worn and sad, 
I found in him a resting-place, 
and he has made me glad. 
 

2  I heard the voice of Jesus say: 
‘Behold, I freely give 
the living water; thirsty one, 
stoop down and drink and live.’ 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
and now I live in him. 
 

3  I heard the voice of Jesus say: 
‘I am this dark world's Light; 
look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
and all your day be bright.’ 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
in him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I'll walk, 
till travelling days are done. 
 

Horatius N. Bonar (1808–1889) 
Ccli 287592 

 

Psalm 75: 1-7 

1 We praise you, God, 

    we praise you, for your Name is near;  

    people tell of your wonderful deeds. 

2 You say, “I choose the appointed time;  

    it is I who judge with equity. 
3 When the earth and all its firm. 
4 To the arrogant I say, ‘Boast no more,’ 

    and to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up your horns. 
5 Do not lift your horns against heaven; 

    do not speak so defiantly,’” 

6 No one from the east or the west 

    or from the desert can exalt themselves. 
7 It is God who judges:  

    He brings one down, he exalts another. 



 

Prayers 

Loving Lord, give us the courage to reach out in new ways with the good news of 

your love. 

As we travel in new directions, help us to be always alert to the prompting of your 

Spirit, always aware of your presence and open to the needs of those we encounter 

on the way. 

As we seek to be witnesses to your love, help us to be a blessing to all those that we 

meet on our journeying.  Amen. 

Richard Hall, Isle of Man District Chair 

 

Come risen Christ, reveal your truth in us, 

touch your world through us. 

Encourage us to accept the thrill and the alarm of seeing you as you really are. 

Prepare us to recognise the shock and the 

privilege of touching you in those we serve. 

Embolden us to live shamelessly 

As your body in the world today.  Amen. 

 

John Eldon, local preacher, Beverley Circuit 

 

God help us to be kind and happy and to do all the good we can, in all the ways we 

can, in all the places we can.  Amen. 

 

Courtney, pupil, Burscough Bridge Methodist Primary School, Burscough. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


