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Grant to those who seek you, O Lord, the gift of your kingdom, the comfort of your grace 
and the vision of your glory, for your own name’s sake. Amen. 

Lectionary Reading John 8:-11 

Joh 8:1  [Then everyone went home, but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  

Joh 8:2  Early the next morning he went back to the Temple. All the people gathered 
around him, and he sat down and began to teach them.  

Joh 8:3  The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees brought in a woman who had 
been caught committing adultery, and they made her stand before them all.  

Joh 8:4  "Teacher," they said to Jesus, "this woman was caught in the very act of 
committing adultery.  

Joh 8:5  In our Law Moses commanded that such a woman must be stoned to death. 
Now, what do you say?"  

Joh 8:6  They said this to trap Jesus, so that they could accuse him. But he bent over 
and wrote on the ground with his finger.  

Joh 8:7  As they stood there asking him questions, he straightened up and said to 
them, "Whichever one of you has committed no sin may throw the first stone at her."  

Joh 8:8  Then he bent over again and wrote on the ground.  

Joh 8:9  When they heard this, they all left, one by one, the older ones first. Jesus 

was left alone, with the woman still standing there.  

Joh 8:10  He straightened up and said to her, "Where are they? Is there no one left to 
condemn you?"  

Joh 8:11  "No one, sir," she answered. "Well, then," Jesus said, "I do not condemn you 

either. Go, but do not sin again."]  

  Singing the Faith 613 

   1  God, how can we forgive 
  when bonds of love are torn ?  
  How can we rise and start anew, 
  our trust reborn ?  
  When human loving fails 
  and every hope is gone, 
  your love gives strength beyond our own 
  to face the dawn. 

   2  When we have missed the mark, 
  and tears of anguish flow, 
  how can you still release our guilt, 
  the debt we owe ?  
  The ocean depth of grace 
  surpasses all our needs. 
  A priest who shares our human pain, 
  Christ intercedes. 

   3  Who dares to throw the stone 
  to damn another's sin, 
  when you, while knowing all our past, 

  forgive again ?  
  No more we play the judge, 
  for by your grace we live. 
  As you, O God, forgive our sin, 
  may we forgive. 

Ruth Duck (b. 1947) 
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Who Can Stand Before You? 

Psalm 76:1  God is known in Judah; his name is honoured in Israel.  

Psalm 76:2  He has his home in Jerusalem; he lives on Mount Zion.  

Psalm 76:3  There he broke the arrows of the enemy, their shields and swords, yes, 
all their weapons.  

Psalm 76:4  How glorious you are, O God! How majestic, as you return from the 
mountains where you defeated your foes.  

Psalm 76:5  Their brave soldiers have been stripped of all they had and now are 
sleeping the sleep of death; all their strength and skill was useless.  

Psalm 76:6  When you threatened them, O God of Jacob, the horses and their riders 

fell dead.  

Psalm 76:7  But you, LORD, are feared by all. No one can stand in your presence 

when you are angry.  

Psalm 76:8  You made your judgment known from heaven; the world was afraid and 

kept silent,  

Psalm 76:9  when you rose up to pronounce judgment, to save all the oppressed on 

earth.  

Psalm 76:10  Human anger only results in more praise for you; those who survive the 

wars will keep your festivals.  

Psalm 76:11  Give the LORD your God what you promised him; bring gifts to him, all 

you nearby nations. God makes everyone fear him;  

Psalm 76:12  he humbles proud princes and terrifies great kings.  

 

Closing Prayer 

May we know the blessing of God, 

The one who created all things in a word of love, 

The one who redeemed all things in an act of love, 

The one who transformed all things in a movement of love. Amen. 

 

 


