
Sunday 19th July 2020 
O God, you see us differently and offer the world a different way. 
You offer forgiveness where we find judgement, 
Acceptance where we experience rejection, 
Love where we see hate. 
Help us to see life differently so we may find forgiveness, 
Acceptance and love that comes from walking by the side of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Lectionary Reading. Matthew13:24-30, 36-43 

The Parable of the Weeds 

Mat 13:24  Jesus told them another parable: "The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A 
man sowed good seed in his field.  

Mat 13:25  One night, when everyone was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds 

among the wheat and went away.  

Mat 13:26  When the plants grew and the heads of grain began to form, then the 

weeds showed up.  

Mat 13:27  The man's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, it was good seed you 

sowed in your field; where did the weeds come from?'  

Mat 13:28  'It was some enemy who did this,' he answered. 'Do you want us to go 

and pull up the weeds?' they asked him.  

Mat 13:29  'No,' he answered, 'because as you gather the weeds you might pull up 

some of the wheat along with them.  

Mat 13:30 Let the wheat and the weeds both grow together until harvest. Then I will tell 

the harvest workers to pull up the weeds first, tie them in bundles and burn them, and then 

to gather in the wheat and put it in my barn.' "  

The Parable of the Weeds Explained 

Mat 13:36  When Jesus had left the crowd and gone indoors, his disciples came to 

him and said, "Tell us what the parable about the weeds in the field means."  

Mat 13:37  Jesus answered, "The man who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man;  

Mat 13:38  the field is the world; the good seed is the people who belong to the 

Kingdom; the weeds are the people who belong to the Evil One;  

Mat 13:39  and the enemy who sowed the weeds is the Devil. The harvest is the end 

of the age, and the harvest workers are angels.  

Mat 13:40  Just as the weeds are gathered up and burned in the fire, so the same 

thing will happen at the end of the age:  

Mat 13:41  the Son of Man will send out his angels to gather up out of his Kingdom all 

those who cause people to sin and all others who do evil things,  

Mat 13:42  and they will throw them into the fiery furnace, where they will cry and 

gnash their teeth.  

Mat 13:43 Then God's people will shine like the sun in their Father's Kingdom. Listen, then, 

if you have ears!  

 

 



Singing the Faith  No. 114 

   1  Oh the life of the world is a joy and a 
treasure, 
 unfolding in beauty the green-
growing tree, 
 the changing of seasons in mountain 
and valley, 
 the stars and the bright restless sea. 

   2  Oh the life of the world is a fountain 
of goodness 
 overflowing in labour and passion 
and pain, 
 in the sound of the city and the 
silence of wisdom, 
 in the birth of a child once again. 

   3  Oh the life of the world is the source 
of our healing. 

It rises in laughter and wells up in 
song ;  
it springs from the care of the poor 
and the broken 
and refreshes where justice is 
strong. 

   4  So give thanks for the life and give 
love to the maker, 
 and rejoice in the gift of the bright 
risen Son, 
 and walk in the peace and the 
power of the Spirit 
 till the days of our living are done. 

Kathy Galloway (b. 1952) CCLi. No. 287592 
 

 

 . 

Psalm86:1-13 

Great Is Your Steadfast Love 

Psalm 86:1  Listen to me, LORD, and answer me, for I am helpless and weak.  

Psalm 86:2  Save me from death, because I am loyal to you; save me, for I am your 
servant and I trust in you.  

Psalm 86:3  You are my God, so be merciful to me; I pray to you all day long.  

Psalm 86:4  Make your servant glad, O Lord, because my prayers go up to you.  

Psalm 86:5  You are good to us and forgiving, full of constant love for all who pray to 
you.  

Psalm 86:6  Listen, LORD, to my prayer; hear my cries for help.  

Psalm 86:7  I call to you in times of trouble, because you answer my prayers.  

Psalm 86:8  There is no god like you, O Lord, not one has done what you have done.  

Psalm 86:9  All the nations that you have created will come and bow down to you; 

they will praise your greatness.  

Psalm 86:10  You are mighty and do wonderful things; you alone are God.  

Psalm 86:11  Teach me, LORD, what you want me to do, and I will obey you 

faithfully; teach me to serve you with complete devotion.  

Psalm 86:12  I will praise you with all my heart, O Lord my God; I will proclaim your 

greatness forever.  

Psalm 86:13 How great is your constant love for me! You have saved me from the grave 

itself.  

Closing Prayer 

Lord Jesus, as we face an unknown future, help us to recognise where your hand has been 

at work over the years, bringing us to the place where we find ourselves today. 

Be our rock, Lord Jesus, a foundation to build. Help us to be faithful to our calling and to 

trust you in the difficult months to come. Amen. 


