
 

This Day: 20th July 2020 
 

Opening Prayer. 

Based on a prayer by Eric Milner-White (1884 – 1964) 

Dear Lord: 

 May I never think that I have knowledge enough to need no more teaching, 
        wisdom enough to need to be corrected, 
        goodness enough that I need no improvement, 
        humility enough that I need never repent 
        devotion enough that I need never to think of giving more, 

knowledge of ‘The Way’ to need Jesus’ companionship, 
strength enough not to need the Holy Spirit’s help. 

Remind me that I always fall short of Jesus’ model of a true disciple but can do better. Amen  
 

Reading: John Chapter 8 verses 31 - 47 

The Truth Will Set You Free 

31 So Jesus told those Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you 
are really my disciples. 32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free." 33 They replied to him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never been 
slaves to anybody. So how can you say, 'You will be set free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, 
"Truly, I tell all of you with certainty that everyone who commits sin is a slave of 
sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the household forever, but the son does remain 
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed!" 37"I know that you are 
Abraham's descendants. Yet you are trying to kill me because you've not received what 
I've told you. 38 I declare what I have seen in my Father's presence, and you are doing 
what you have heard from your father."  

You Are of Your Father the Devil  

39 They replied to him, "Our father is Abraham!" Jesus told them, "If you were Abraham's 
children, you would be doing what Abraham did. 40 But now you are trying to kill me, a 
man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham would not have done 
that. 41 You are doing your father's actions." They told him, "We are not illegitimate 
children. We have one Father, God himself." 42 Jesus told them, "If God were your Father, 
you would have loved me, because I came from God and am here. I have not come on my 
own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why don't you understand what I've said? It's because 
you can't listen to my words. 44 You belong to your father the devil, and you want to carry 
out the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning and has never stood 
for truth, since there is no truth in him. Whenever he tells a lie he speaks in character, 
because he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But it is because I speak the truth that you do 
not believe me. 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why 
don't you believe me? 47 The one who belongs to God listens to the words of God. The 
reason you do not listen is because you do not belong to God."  
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1  Of the Father's love begotten 
  ere the worlds began to be, 
  he is Alpha and Omega, 
  he the source, the ending he, 
  of the things that are, that have been, 
  and that future years shall see, 
  evermore and evermore. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 2  By his word was all created; 
  he commanded, it was done; 
  earth and sky and boundless ocean, 
  universe of three in one; 
  all that sees the moon's soft radiance, 
  all that breathes beneath the sun, 
  evermore and evermore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  3  This is he whom seers in old time 
  chanted of with one accord, 
  whom the voices of the prophets 
  promised in their faithful word; 
  now he shines, the long-expected; 
  let creation praise its Lord, 
  evermore and evermore. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 4  O, you heights of heaven, adore him; 
  angel hosts, his praises sing; 
  all dominions, bow before him, 
  and extol our God and King; 
  let no tongue on earth be silent, 
  every voice in concert sing, 
  evermore and evermore! 
 
Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348–c. 413) 

translated by John Mason Neale (1811–1866) and 

Henry Williams Baker (1821–1877) CCLi. No. 287592

Psalm 81 

Oh, That My People Would Listen to Me 

1  For the Director: On the Gittith. By Asaph. Sing joyfully to God, our strength. Raise 
a shout to the God of Jacob. 2  Sing a song and play the tambourine, the pleasant-
sounding lyre along with the harp. 3  Blow the ram's horn when there is a New Moon, 
when there is a full moon, on our festival day, 4  because it is a statute in Israel, an 
ordinance by the God of Jacob, 5  a decree that he prescribed for Joseph when he 
went throughout the land of Egypt, speaking a language I did not recognize. 6  I 
removed the burden from your shoulder; your hands were freed of the burdensome 
basket. 7  In a time of need you called out and I delivered you; I answered you from 
the dark thundercloud; I tested you at the waters of Meribah. Interlude. 8  Listen, My 
people and I will warn you. Israel, if only you would obey me! 9  You must neither 
have a foreign god over you or worship a strange god. 10  I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, open your mouth that I may fill it. 11  Yet 
my people didn't obey my voice; Israel didn't submit to me. 12  So I allowed them to 
continue in their stubbornness, living by their own advice. 13  If only my people 
would obey me, if only Israel would walk in my ways! 14  Then I would quickly 
subdue their enemies. I would turn against their foes. 15  Those who hate the LORD 
will cringe before him; their punishment will be permanent. 16  But I will feed Israel 
with the finest wheat, satisfying you with honey from the rock.  

 
Closing Prayer 

 
 O Christ the Master Carpenter, who at the last, through wood and nails, purchased 
our whole salvation, wield well your tools in the workshop of your world, so that we, 
who come rough-hewn to your bench, may here be fashioned to a truer beauty by 
your hand. We ask it for your name’s sake. Amen.  [source unknown] 

 
 
 
 

 


