
Friday 24th July 2020 – Honouring the Father 

 

Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we may be faithful to your gospel in our witness, 

attentive to your voice in our prayers and sensitive to your presence in our neighbour; through 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Veronese Libelli, 6th century 

 

Lectionary Reading John 9: 13-23 

 

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had 

made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him 

how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I 

see.” 

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” 

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. 

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he 

opened.” 

The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the 

man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that 

now he can see?” 

20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 21 But how he can 

see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 
22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that 

anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was 

why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Singing the Faith Hymn 440 

1  Amazing grace — how sweet the sound — 
` that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see. 
 

2  God’s grace has taught my heart to fear, 
his grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 
 

3  Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come; 
God's grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
 

4  The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 
 

5  And, when this heart and flesh shall fail 
and mortal life shall cease, 
I shall possess within the veil 
a life of joy and peace. 
 

6  When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
bright shining as the sun, 
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
than when we first begun. 
 

John Newton (1725–1807) (alt.) 

Ccli 287592 

Psalm 87 

Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm. A song. 

1 He has founded his city on the holy mountain. 
2 The LORD loves the gates of Zion 

    more than all the other dwellings of Jacob. 

3 Glorious things are said of you, 

    city of God:  
4 “I will record Rahab and Babylon 

    among those who acknowledge me— 

Philistia too, and Tyre,   along with Cush 

    and will say, ‘This one was born in Zion.’  
5 Indeed, of Zion it will be said, 

    “This one and that one were born in her, 

    and the Most High himself will establish her.” 
6 The LORD will write in the register of the peoples: 

    “This one was born in Zion.” 

7 As they make music they will sing, 

    “All my fountains are in you.” 



PRAYER 

God, you are not distant from us 
You came to us in vulnerability 
You offered yourself as a gift of love. 

We pray today for those who are in the midst of darkness 
The darkness of poverty 
The darkness of loneliness 
The darkness of grief 
The darkness of despair 
Wherever shadows threaten to overwhelm 
Wherever they erode dignity or crush the spirit, 
Wherever they hold terror, or danger, or hopelessness 

Come Lord Jesus, light of all people,  
Shine in the darkness 

We pray today for all victims and perpetrators of violence 
For those whose bodies have been violated 
For those whose bodies have been harmed or abused 
For those who have lost sight of the holiness of the human body 
And the value of human life 

Come Lord Jesus, light of all people,  
Shine in the darkness 

We pray today for those whose bodies are ravaged by illness 
For those who live with chronic pain, or fatigue, or disability 
For those whose bodies draw unwanted attention or discrimination 
For those whose bodies are changing, through puberty, pregnancy, menopause, surgery or disease 
For those whose bodies are failing and nearing the end of life 

Come Lord Jesus, light of all people,  
Shine in the darkness 

We pray today for our bodies 
With all their aches and pains 
With all their limitations 
The secrets and memories they hold 
The lines, scars and markings they bear 
Their vulnerability, their woundedness 

We bring our bodies to you, whatever state they are in 
Help us to love, cherish and care for them. 

Come Lord Jesus, God-made-flesh 
Shine your healing light in our darkness 
Amen. 

 

 


