
 

This Day: 26th July 2020 
 

Opening Prayer 

Father God, another day you have given us, a day to enjoy your love for us, a day to share that 
love with family, friends and the strangers who cross our paths this day.  

Lord Jesus, another day in which you offer us your companionship as we seek to follow you 
example as walk the way of discipleship.  

Holy Spirit, another day during which you will make us aware of your presence in our lives in 
unexpected ways. 

Father, may we be responsive to your love, Jesus may we be grateful for your companionship 
and Holy Spirit may we be sensitive to your presence this day and everyday Amen  

 

Reading:  Matthew Chapter 13 verses 31-33 and  44-52 

The Mustard Seed and the Leaven 

31  He presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom from heaven is like a 
mustard seed that a man took and planted in his field. 32  Although it is the smallest of all 
seeds, when it is fully grown it is larger than the garden plants and becomes a tree, and 
the birds in the sky come and nest in its branches." 33  He told them another parable: 
"The kingdom from heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three measures 
of flour until all of it was leavened."  

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure 

44  "The kingdom from heaven is like treasure hidden in a field that a man found and hid. 
In his excitement he went and sold everything he had and bought that field."  

The Parable of the Pearl of Great Value 

45  "Again, the kingdom from heaven is like a merchant searching for fine pearls. 46  When 
he found a very valuable pearl, he went and sold everything he had and bought it."  

The Parable of the Net 

47  "Again, the kingdom from heaven is like a large net thrown into the sea that gathered 
all kinds of fish. 48  When it was full, the fishermen hauled it ashore. Then they sat down, 
sorted the good fish into containers, and threw the bad ones away. 49  That is how it will 
be at the end of the age. The angels will go out, cull out the evil people from among the 
righteous ones, 50  and will throw them into a blazing furnace. In that place there will be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth."  

New and Old Treasures 

51  "Do you understand all these things?" They told him, "Yes." 52  Then he told them, 
"That is why every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom from heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings both new and old things out of his treasure chest."  

 

 
StF 412 

   1  See how great a flame aspires, 
  kindled by a spark of grace !  
  Jesu's love the nations fires, 
  sets the kingdoms on a blaze. 
  To bring fire on earth he came ;  
  kindled in some hearts it is :  
  O that all might catch the flame, 
  all partake the glorious bliss !  

   

 2  When he first the work begun, 
  small and feeble was his day :  
  now the word does swiftly run, 
  now it wins its widening way ;  
  more and more it spreads and grows 
  ever mighty to prevail ;  
  sin's strongholds it now o'erthrows, 
  shakes the trembling gates of hell. 



 

   3  Heirs of God, your Saviour praise !  
  He the door has opened wide ;  
  he has given the word of grace, 
  Jesu's word is glorified ;  
  Jesus, mighty to redeem, 
  he alone the work has wrought ;  
  worthy is the work of him, 
  him who spoke a world from nought. 

   

 

 4  Saw you not the cloud arise, 
  little as a human hand ?  
  Now it spreads along the skies, 
  hangs o'er all the thirsty land :  
  lo, the promise of a shower 
  drops already from above ;  
  but the Lord will shortly pour 
  all the Spirit of his love !  
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Psalm 119 verses 129 -136 

129  Peyh. Your decrees are wonderful—that's why I observe them.  

130  The disclosure of your words illuminates, providing understanding to the 
simple.  

131  I open my mouth and pant as I long for your commands.  

132  Turn in my direction and show mercy to me, as you have decreed regarding 
those who love your name.  

133  Direct my footsteps by your promise, and do not let any kind of iniquity rule over 
me.  

134  Deliver me from human oppression and I will keep your precepts.  

135  Show favour to your servant, and teach me your statutes.  

136  My eyes shed rivers of tears, when others do not obey your instruction.  

 

Closing Prayer 
 

Heavenly Father, we speak so many words; 
 
It is easy to talk about the weather. Our families, our interests, our aches and pains! 
 
Forgive us for remaining silent over deeper things: our thoughts and feelings, our 
blessings and faith. 
 
Make us more sensitive to the needs of others and bold to speak the words they 
need to hear from you. 
 
Use us, Lord, as channels of your grace Amen 
 

[Part of a prayer by Ruth Richards base on the hymn, ‘There’s a spirit in the air’ by Brian Wren] 

 
 

 

 


