
WORD OF HOPE 94 
 
Hymn 476 -One more step along the way I go  
 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear 
his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

The Baptism of Jesus 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus 
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was 
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are 
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’  

 New International Version (NIV) 

Reflection 

This week we continue to hear John teaching about who 
Christ is but some people wondered who this John was.  
Some wondered if John was the Messiah but John refuted 
their thoughts by saying he was a messenger inferior to the 
Messiah. John continued to unravel the divinity of Jesus. 
John said he was lower than Jesus Christ and unworthy to 
untie Jesus’ sandals. John demonstrated the greatness and 
power of Jesus. He portrayed Jesus as a judge who has the 
power to save and destroy. I was struck by John’s use of 
wheat as a metaphor for believers and chaff as a metaphor 
for sinners.  It is food for thought as we read this message. 
Are we the wheat or the chaff? John goes on to baptising 
Jesus and what John said about Jesus came to pass. A voice 
came from heaven and said “this is my beloved Son”.  The 
triune God was present at the baptism; God the Father 
spoke confirming that Jesus was His beloved Son, the Holy 
Spirit came in the form of a Dove and Jesus was present.  
The presence of the heavenly triune was an affirmation of 
the message of John that Jesus was the Messiah. John’s 
message was endorsed at the baptism of Jesus. There is no 
one else who has the power to baptise with the Holy Spirit 
than Jesus Christ.  Being baptised with the Holy Spirit is an 
assurance of the presence of God in us hence Emmanuel 
(Isaiah 7:14).  Jesus knew that in his physical absence the 



Holy Spirit will take his place on this earth.  In John 14:27 
Jesus assured his disciples that he was not going to leave 
them alone but was going to leave them the Holy Spirit.  
Jesus promised his disciples, the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
because they had believed in him.  It is about believing in 
Christ and living a life that’s righteous to Christ that 
qualifies us to be dwellings of the Holy Spirit. Remember 
the Holy Spirit is God who lives in us but cannot live in us if 
our bodies are not cleansed of the sins of this world.  
Therefore, when John was preaching repentance he was 
urging us to get rid of the all the filthiness and 
unpleasantness that have contaminated our spirits.  Living 
in sin contaminates us, disqualifies us from being called the 
children of God and a dwelling place of God. In 1 
Corinthians 6:19-20 Paul says “do you not know that your 
bodies are the temple of the Lord”. If our bodies are the 
temple of the Lord, it means we should be righteous. 
Therefore, contaminating the body will not allow the 
presence of God.  We cannot be called beloved children of 
the Lord if we are living in sin and going against the will of 
God in our lives.  As the year begins there are things which 
we should leave behind and walk into the new year as new 
creatures who can only please God.  Let us take heed of 
John’s message and be Christlike. We should be able to get 
out of our comfort zones seek to worship God in truth and 
in Spirit. In John 4:2-23 Jesus told the Samaritan that time 

is coming and time is now that those who worship God 
should worship Him in truth and Spirit, for God is Spirit.  Let 
us aim and seek to please God in all that we do.  Our hymn 
for this week says one more step along the way I go! One 
more step along the world I go, from the old to the new, 
keep me travelling along with you.  We are the new 
creation who seek to walk with the Lord. Hallelujah! 🙏🙏🙏 
 
Prayer 
Father teach me to walk along with you as I seek to be the 
person that you want me to be.  Can I be the new creation 
and be one with you.  Make me your dwelling place and 
may your light shine in my life.   Give me courage to live in 
you and you in me.  Keep holding my hand so that I may 
walk the right path.  I love you Lord and thank you for my 
life and all that you have done for me, my family and 
friends.  Amen🙏🙏🙏 

Prepared by Rev Mary Sachikonye Methodist Minister for 
(Mile Cross, Costessey, Trinity Thorpe Marriott and 
Hosford) for a time as this. We are a church without walls.  
We should therefore, continue to proclaim the good news. 
I will be sending Word of Hope every week so that we may 
continue to nourish our spirits and continue to live in HOPE! 


