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Hymn 710-Peace Perfect peace, is the gift of Christ our 
Lord 
 
 
Luke 4:21-30 

Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing.’ All spoke well of him and 
were amazed at the gracious words that came from his 
mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ He said to 
them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 
“Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in 
your home town the things that we have heard you did at 
Capernaum.” ’ And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, no prophet is 
accepted in the prophet’s home town. But the truth is, 
there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, 
when the heaven was shut up for three years and six 
months, and there was a severe famine over all the 
land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow 
at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in 
Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them 
was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.’ When they 
heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They 
got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow 

of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might 
hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of 
them and went on his way. 

New International Version (NIV) 

 

Reflection 

The Luke text for this week brought a smile to my face as I 
read how Jesus was rejected in Nazareth.  I was reminded 
of my grandfather who was unable to read or write but 
would not trust any of us as his grandchildren to write or 
read for him but would go on his bike, to a school some 
kilometres away to ask a teacher or any other student to 
write or read for him.  He simply could not trust that any 
of his grandchildren that he saw growing up would be able 
to do what he could not do.  This is exactly what the 
Nazarenes grappled with because they saw Jesus as a 
young boy growing up amidst them.  They saw Jesus as son 
of a carpenter who was not well educated, how therefore 
was he able to read and be so gracious to the word God.  
They simply could not take it in.  The Nazarenes could 
simply not accept that a mere a boy they saw growing up, 
could be the one to fulfil the scripture.  I suppose they 
thought whoever was going to fulfil the scripture was 



supposed to drop from heaven with a host of angels in a 
chariot of fire🔥🔥!  They did not expect a human being let 
alone a commoner like Jesus the son of a carpenter to be 
the Messiah.  It was at such belief that Jesus quoted the 
Zarephath widow and Naaman as recipients of God’s gifts 
because the Jews in northern Israel in the days of Elijah and 
Elisha did not believe in God’s prophets amidst them. The 
people who marvelled Jesus after reading the Isaiah text 
were the same people who were seething to kill him 
because of their unbelief.  Jesus understood human 
thinking hence quoted Elijah and Elisha as examples of 
rejection of God’s word.  Jesus’ ministry was not hindered 
or dampened by their disbelief because he came for those 
who believed in him (John 3:16). The condition of receiving 
salvation is through belief in the one and only Son of God 
whom the synagogue people rejected.  Jesus’s ministry 
was to reconcile sinners who believed in him and were 
ready to accept him as Lord and saviour. It was through 
love that God sent his one and only son to come to this 
world to be demeaned and abused by unbelieving people.  
God’s love cannot be measured by any other types of 
human love that are conditional. God’s love is Agape love 
that is not selfish but deep love that is sacrificial and 
unconditional. This is the love that Paul is preaching about 
in 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. Paul endured the pain of suffering 
but did not give up his assignment.  He pursued his 

assignment amidst rejection and persecution.  He even 
preached God’s love to the people who had rejected him.  
We should learn from our Lord Jesus Christ that human 
rejection is not God’s rejection. We should persevere just 
as our Lord persevered to save us from perishing. 
Hallelujah! 🙏🙏🙏 
 
Prayer 
 
Thank you, Lord God, for your love through your son Jesus 
Christ who came to this unkind world and was rejected for 
our sake.  He suffered rejection, pain and suffering on the 
cross for us so that we may be saved from the deep pit of 
sin. May our hearts be moved and encouraged by such love 
that cannot let us go. The Agape love that bind us together 
In Jesus’s name. Amen🙏🙏🙏 

 

Prepared by Rev Mary Sachikonye Methodist Minister for 
(Mile Cross, Costessey, Trinity Thorpe Marriott and 
Hosford) for a time as this. We are a church without walls.  
We should therefore, continue to proclaim the good news. 
I will be sending Word of Hope every week so that we may 
continue to nourish our spirits and continue to live in HOPE! 


