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Hymn 560 My eyes be open to your presence 
 
Luke 5:1-11 
 
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of 
Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear 
the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of 
the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were 
washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one 
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way 
from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds 
from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to 
Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets 
for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we have worked all 
night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will 
let down the nets. ‘When they had done this, they caught 
so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So 
they signalled to their partners in the other boat to come 
and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so 
that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he 
fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, 
for I am a sinful man!’ For he and all who were with him 
were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and 
so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 

partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be 
afraid; from now on you will be catching people.’ When 
they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything 
and followed him. 

New International Version (NIV) 

Reflection 

Have you ever frustrated when you think your situation in 
unresolvable?  When experience is telling you “that’s it 
nothing can be done”.  I bet Peter had that feeling of 
embarrassment, disappointment, hopelessness and 
helplessness as customers were waiting to buy fish.  He 
gave up and was washing his nets ready for the next day. 
This is the time we hear that Jesus was standing by the 
shore, people were pressing in on Jesus to hear the word.  
Jesus asked the bored and frustrated men to move the 
boat a little inward away from the shore so that he may be 
able to preach to the people.  Jesus used the same boat 
that the fishermen used the whole night but could catch 
any fish to catch souls. When life situation pushes us to the 
edge and feel like giving up, helpless and hopeless do we 
obey to Jesus commands or we tell him to leave us alone 
because we tried it all and it did no work.  The text is telling 
us that at times of our disappointment we should be like 



Peter who did not ignore Jesus but obeyed and he caught 
fish.  Our faith is in believing and trusting Jesus. Before we 
start washing our nets in disappointment we should look 
up to God to see what he says about our situation.  Luke 
18:27 says what is impossible with man is possible with 
God. The same sea, the same boat and at the same time of 
giving up, the fishermen caught loads of fish on Jesus’ 
instructions.  Jesus appeared as if he did not care about the 
dilemma of the fishermen but he cares for every aspect of 
our lives. Jesus is with us in our joys, fears, anxieties, 
disappointments and frustrations.  Jesus as God knew 
about the fishermen’s dilemma hence he instructed them 
to cast their nets deeper. With a bit of exasperation Peter 
obeyed Jesus by saying “if you say so” Hallelujah! Have we 
ever tried to say “If you say so”? Peter knew Jesus from 
previous encounters e.g. in Luke 4:38-39 Jesus healed 
Peter’s mother-in-law in Capernaum. Peter knew Jesus had 
some sort of power but not sure how much.  As we are 
reading this message do we know the Jesus we worship to.  
He is the almighty, omnipotent, omniscient and 
omnipresent God who has power to change our situations. 
Peter obeyed and he realised who Jesus was and he was 
filled with fear at the same time realising his sinfulness and 
unworthiness hence he confessed to Jesus.  We see the 
same scenario in Isaiah 6, Isaiah saw the presence of the 
Lord he confessed his sins and God touched his lips with a 

coal of fire. Simon confessed his sins and Jesus called him 
to discipleship. What do we take from this, if we believe 
that Jesus is Lord and confess of our sins then we will be 
saved and Christ will use us for his purpose. If we believe 
in Christ we will overcome situations. Christ does not call 
the qualified but qualifies the called for his purpose. We 
should always be obedient to Jesus’ voice. How many 
times have we resisted Jesus when we think he is being 
ridiculous. May the Holy Spirit open our eyes and ears and 
see the presence and the power of God. Hallelujah! 🙏🙏🙏 
 
Prayer 
Father God we have sinned and we are ashamed of our 
disobedience. Many times, you have spoken to us and we 
do not seem to hear you or see. May the Holy Spirit give us 
spiritual vision that in all things that we do we may know 
that you are greater than our situations.  There is no 
situation greater than you Lord. You are our redeemer and 
our Lord in Jesus’s name.  Amen🙏🙏🙏 

Prepared by Rev Mary Sachikonye Methodist Minister for 
(Mile Cross, Costessey, Trinity Thorpe Marriott and 
Hosford) for a time as this. We are a church without walls.  
We should therefore, continue to proclaim the good news. 
I will be sending Word of Hope every week so that we may 
continue to nourish our spirits and continue to live in HOPE! 


